
 
 

So said Debra Patterson, one of our loving 
foster mothers.  We would like to tell you 
more about Clarence and Debra Patterson 
who have been serving as foster parents with 
us for the past 15 years now.   
 
Debra says she had thought of being a foster 
parent ever since she was in high school.  Her 
best friend was in foster care and it was not a 
very good situation for her.  This touched her 
heart and she became convicted that she 
could “do it right.”  She began this journey of 
service in 2003 with Agape.   
 
Since that time they have cared for over 50 
kids and have adopted three who are currently 12, 10 and 2 
years of age.  They also have two grown birth children, a son 
and a daughter, and three grandchildren. 
 
Dave Roach has been their Agape social worker the entire time.  
He has placed each child with them over the years.  Debra says 
that “Dave is the best!”  She also says that “Agape is the best 

agency.”  She has friends who are foster par-
ents with other agencies and with the County 
and has said that they don’t seem to get nearly 
the kind of assistance she does at Agape.  She 
says, “Agape really cares about the kids.  I 
get amazing support from Agape.  The agency 
is always there for me.” 
 
Debra is a terrific champion for children in 
foster care and the work we do.  She has spo-
ken on behalf of Agape at churches and at 
other community events.  She has also re-
ferred three of her friends to us and they are 

now Agape foster parents. 
 

We are very thankful for Clarence and Debra Patterson and the 
caring hearts they have for at risk children and youth.  We are, 
indeed, grateful for all the wonderful families who partner with 
us as foster parents as we carry out our mission to provide qual-
ity homes and services to disadvantaged children where they 
can have their needs met as they find a better and brighter fu-
ture.  Yes, this is important and life-changing work!   

Third John is a small book. In fact, it is the 
shortest book in the New Testament. As I 
was reading through this small book re-
cently I read the apostle John’s comments 
concerning those who were working and 

supporting the work in the early church. In verse eight, John 
wrote, “Therefore we ought to support people like these, that 
we may be fellow workers for the truth.” John reminds Gaius 
of the responsibility that Christians have in helping the work 
in the kingdom. He says it is something “we ought” to do. 
This verse speaks of an obligation to the kingdom’s work.  
 
Another interesting observation from that verse is that when 
we support the work of the kingdom, we become “fellow 
workers” with others who are working. This same word is 
used thirteen times in the New Testament. An interesting use 

of the word is found in 1 Thessalonians 3:2 which reads, 
“and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s co-worker in 
the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in your 
faith.” The word is used here to describe Timothy as a “co-
worker” of God. When Timothy was a worker in the king-
dom, not only was he a “fellow worker” with Paul, but he was 
“God’s co-worker.” 
 
As I consider 3 John 8, and 1 Thessalonians 3:2, I am re-
minded of why it is such a blessing to support Agape Vil-
lages. When we support a work in the kingdom such as this, 
we are: 1) fellow workers with other Christians, and 2) co-
workers with God! What an amazing thought that I can be a 
co-worker with God. What an honor it surely is for each of us 
to be able to say that we are working alongside God in His 
kingdom, for His glory. Amen! 

 

 

 

By Nathan House, Minister, Hughson Church of Christ  
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Our Mission 
“Agape Villages mobilizes community 
resources to provide quality homes,  

innovative solutions and the highest of 
professional services to disadvantaged 
children and their families to meet their 

needs, maximize their potential and lead 
toward a better and brighter future.” 

Clarence and Debra Patterson with  
King Andrew Patterson at adoption  

hearing in January. 
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A glimpse of how we make a difference!  (The names have been changed.) 

More 

We Need More Volunteers!  
If you would like to be a volunteer, please let us know via 
our website: www.AgapeVillages.org and use the “Get   
Involved” button, or call us at 866-922-4273. 

 

— Every Child Deserves a Home — 
We receive calls almost daily about children needing a foster 
home.  We serve children who’ve been abused, neglected, aban-
doned and mistreated in ways they need to be removed from their 
own families for their protection.  These are children who’ve 
been thrust into the foster care system, who depend on the mercy 
of others for their care.   
 
We need families for children 
of all ages, especially children 
10 years and older and sibling 
groups.  Consider today how 
you can be used to care for chil-
dren.   

For more information on foster 
parenting, call the Agape  Vil-
lages office at 800-566-2225.  
Also, see our website. 

 

So Thankful Jason Came Into our Lives 
Jason is a 3 year old boy who is in this third, and final, foster 
home after being in the foster care system for 1½ years.  He 
had to be removed from his parents home due to severe ne-
glect.  There was also domestic violence in the home.  His 
birth mother is very young and his birth dad is no longer in 
the picture. 
 
Jason received age appropriate professional counseling for 1½ 
years because of the treatment he received while he was with 
his birth parents.  This included issues in his life as a result of 
being bounced around in foster care prior to coming to Agape.   
 
We were fortunate to have a loving foster family wanting a 
child just like Jason.  The family has two birth daughters and 
all are excited to have a boy!  When Jason first came into the 
home, he announced, “You are my Mom!  You are my Dad!”  
They said – okay! 
 
We are pleased to report that he has made great progress 
while he has been with his Agape foster parents.  He has 
bonded well with this family.  He has experienced several 
enriching adventures, including trips to a museum in San 
Francisco, the Monterey Bay Aquarium and many visits to the 
Pacific Ocean!  Jason has progressed to where he no longer 
needs to be in therapy.  And, we are pleased to report that his 

foster parents are going to be adopting him soon!  His future 
is very bright! 

Real love begins where nothing is 
expected in return. 

I met Doug Mead in 2008 at the Christian Child and Family 
Services Association’s annual conference in Chicago.  He 
was the Executive Director of Georgia Agape back then, a 
foster care and adoption agency in Atlanta.  After seeing a 
copy of the newsletter we were doing (black & white on 
legal sized paper printed off our copier), he offered to do 
our newsletter for us assuming he would 
be doing it for a year or two.  Well, 10 
years later, Doug is still doing our news-
letter!  Not only that, he is now helping 
us navigate through the process of 
achieving national certification through 
CARF, donating his time in this time-
consuming process.  Doug and his wife 
recently retired to Southern California 
and he is now also consulting pro-bono 
with our board and staff.  Thanks, Doug!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note From Two Daughters of One of 
our New Foster Parents! 

“Dear Storks, 
We would like to have a girl baby with pink hair and 
she should have a good scence of fashion and sould 
love popcorn. Our parents approved and want a baby.  
We have a big house perfect for our family.   
    Love, Leah and Paige” 

Adapting Strategies to Meet Needs 
About six months ago we accepted a sibling group of three 
sisters into our care who are now 3 years of age, 2 years of 
age and 15 months.  Both of their parents have struggled 
with substance abuse issues and mental health issues.  All 
three were initially placed in the same foster family.  How-
ever, due to their special needs, the youngest child was 
moved to a family with a stay-at-home mom.   
 
She is now getting the attention that she needs and is thriv-
ing.  The two older sisters are doing very well also.  We take 
extra care to have regular visits with all three children to 
maintain their sibling relationship.     

By Janet Kleyn 

Doug Mead 
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   Small opportunities are often the 
beginning of great achievement. 

We are very thankful for the support we receive from congregations all over California and beyond.  Below is a listing of the 26 
churches providing support to Agape Villages in 2017 and we are thankful! 

Anderson Church of Christ 
Central Church of Christ (Sacramento) 
Chino Church of Christ 
Christ's Church in the Tri-Valley (San Ramon) 
Church of Christ of Murphys 
Davis Park Church of Christ (Modesto) 
Empire Church of Christ 
Exchange Community Church (Walnut Greek) 
Fulton Road Church of Christ (Santa Rosa) 

Healdsburg Church of Christ 
Hughson Church of Christ 
John Knox Presbyterian Church (Dublin)  
Journey Christian Church (Tracy) 
Lathrop Church of Christ 
La Puente Church of Christ 
Los Banos Church of Christ 
Martinez Church of Christ 
North Metro Church of Christ (Sacramento) 

Parkway Church of Christ (Sacramento) 
Roseville Church of Christ 
San Pablo Avenue Church of Christ (Oakland) 
Tri Valley Church of Christ (Livermore) 
Turlock Church of Christ 
Tyler Street Church of Christ (Sacramento) 
United Lutheran Church (Manteca) 
Vermont Ave. Church of Christ (L.A.) 

Supporting Churches in 2017 

It has been about five years now that 
I’ve been helping with the Agape Vil-
lages Christmas Kids program.  When 
I was a counselor for the Whitmore 
Church of Christ summer camp, I was 
involved with a number of the foster 
children from Agape Villages.  I ex-
perienced many wonderful and heart 

wrenching experiences, but there was one moment that was 
seared into my brain.  It happened at the 
end of the week.  I noticed that one of my 
(Agape) girls was upset.  She kept crying 
that she didn’t want to leave.  I hugged 
her, fighting back my own tears, knowing 
that once the week was over, I would no 
longer be with this girl who had already 
been through so much in her short life.   
 
The first year I took on the task to secure 
Christmas gifts for the kids at Agape Vil-
lages, Brenda Bunnell helped me and we 
decided to start small.  I think we had 15 kids on the list that 
year.  I was amazed at how fast they were snatched up!  So 
many people asked if there were more children to sponsor that I 
decided to go back to Agape and ask for all of their kids.  I be-
lieve there were about 75 kids that year.  With the help of the 
Whitmore and Hughson Churches of Christ, we provided 
gifts to all of them.  I will never forget putting all of the pre-
sents on a pew and taking a picture of them because the gener-
osity and loving spirit of our congregations just blew my mind.   
 
I worked with Nina Payne from Agape Villages on this project 
this year and she is amazing.  She does the hard work of finding 
out what the children want, getting sizes, and doing all the orga-
nizing necessary to make this program possible.  I asked if she 
could write something that would help show the impact that this 
program has had on the kids, foster parents, and social workers 

so that each congregation could see the good they are doing.   
 
Here’s what Nina said: 
“This year I have started speaking to some of the older kids 
myself.  I was asking a young lady about what size she wore 
and about what she wanted for Christmas.  She asked me ‘Does 
it really matter?  Are we really going to get what we ask for on 
this list?’  I said ‘Yes, within reason as there is a limit…no 
iPhones, etc.’  She then blurted out the name of an expensive 

game system and the newest game totaling 
over $240.  I asked her if she wanted any-
thing else…she responded ‘No.’  I said 
‘Wow, you’re a hard young lady to 
please.’  She was quiet for a long time and 
then responded ‘No, it’s Christmas.’  This 
is the worst time for foster children.  They 
miss their bio families, their homes…so 
we go the extra mile and ask them exactly 
what they want for Christmas. Our gener-
ous donors take it from there and make 
their list come true.  The answer to that 

question, ‘Do we really get what we ask for on the list?’  YES, 
THEY DO!”  
 
In Acts 20:35 Paul quotes Jesus as saying “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.”  I have experienced this truth over the 
past five years and I hope that everyone involved has too.  I 
would like to provide my heartfelt thanks to all of the congrega-
tions that have helped me make this possible and to Agape for 
blessing us with this good work.  I am truly humbled and 
blessed by my participation in this program.   

    Providing a Little Joy at Christmas Time 
                  By Melanie Borras, Volunteer, Turlock Church of Christ 

“The holidays are full of anticipa-
tion for many children, but for 

Agape’s children, it is a reminder 
of everything that is missing in 

their lives.  I know that Christmas 
gifts can’t cure the problems these 

children face in life, but maybe 
they will provide a little joy for 

them during the holidays.” 

 

                          We are so grateful for our generous  
                          donors who more than met our matching gift 
                          challenge of $25,000 this year. It was a dollar 
for dollar match.  We raised over $30,000 that will be on top 
of the $25,000 match for a total of over $55,000.  We are 
thrilled by this response!   

         We Met Our Challenge 
           Gift Again...and More! 

Melanie Borras 



2017 Year-End Statistics  
(From 1/1/17 to 12/31/17) 

 194 – Foster Children Served Year-to-Date 
 109 – New Children in Care this Year 
   93 – Foster Children Currently in Care 
   53 – Certified Foster Families 

 Since We Began in 1958 
6,209 – Foster Children Served 
 � 4,000 – Through Sierra Children’s Home 
 � 2,209 – Through Agape Villages 
   490 – Foster Families who have Partnered 
  with us in Foster Care 

Our Professional 
Service Statistics 
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You Are Our Network   
of Love 

 By David Lee, Chair, Board of Directors 

This past weekend I had the pleasure of attending 
a youth wrestling tournament for my young 

grandson.  All the young athletes were dressed in 
their wrestling singlets, warming up for their matches, and receiv-
ing last minute instructions and hugs from their parents as they 
entered the mat.  If the child won, their parents were there to 
share in their joy, but if they lost, the parents consoled and tried 
to soothe their little egos.  There were parents, siblings, grandpar-
ents, coaches, and friends there for these kids.  It was such a great 
network of love and support for all the children involved. 
 
It started me to thinking about all the young ones who do not 
have such great support systems in their tender lives.  What they 
know of life are parents who have neglected or abused them, fam-
ily members who are ignorant of their plights or too far away to 
help, and adults who are to be feared and mistrusted.  These are 
the types of children Agape sees every day and has the privilege 
of rescuing and helping to heal.  It is a sacred mission to aid the 
most helpless among us.  1 John 4:11 states, “Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another.”   
   
Would you show your love by becoming a foster parent, making 
monthly contributions to Agape, remembering us in your will, 
and especially praying for this work we do?  Do you want to 
help?  Call us today and we will discuss these and other ways to 
contribute to show your love and support toward those who need 
it most. 

 

 

Shop with a Cop Program - Year Five!   
Once again this year, the Manteca Police Department coordinated 
efforts for our foster children to go shopping with a cop at a local    
Walmart store.  We had 43 children and youth participate.  The 
adults had just as much fun as the children. We want to thank new 
Police Chief Jodie Estarziau, The Manteca Police Chiefs Foundation 
in conjunction with the Manteca Ripon Tactical Officer’s Associa-
tion and the Manteca Canine Association. 

Pictured above are Officer Mike Kelly, Linda Silverman, Santa and 
Rich Silverman, Manteca City Councilman. 

Rite Aid Foundation Gift 
Received 

The Rite Aid Foundation grants gifts to non-profit kid-
focused organizations who are committed to helping improve 
the health and well-being of children. We are thrilled to have 
recently received a $5,000 grant! 

   Valley Real Estate Network Grant          
            Received 
Agape received $2,000 from the 
Valley Real Estate Network. Thank 
you, Jim Walker, for choosing 
Agape.  Pictured at right is Janet 
Kleyn with Marie Tara. 

 

 Major Gift Received From  
Pleasanton North Rotary 

We were thrilled to be selected by the Pleasanton North 
Rotary for their “Fund-A-Need” fund raising activity, 
which is kind of like an auction.  This took place during 
their “A Starry Night” annual event.  We received a check 
for $28,030.  Thanks to everyone for your generosity! 

Pictured below are Tom Hall, Jen Oxe, Tami Hennegan 
and Janet Kleyn. 
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Bikes Donated 
We were blessed to 
receive brand new 
bikes this year for the 
children and youth in 
our foster care pro-
gram from Kids Bike 
Lane in Livermore.  
The bikes came with 
helmets and our families were ready to accept them.  Thank 
you! 

Children Giving to 
Children 
Each Sunday, the kids at the 
Hughson Church of 
Christ donate money to 
help the kids at Agape.  In a 
recent month, more than 
$100 was contributed.  
Thanks, Kids, you are doing 
great and helping other 
kids! 

 

 
Del Webb Holiday Homes Tour 
Del Webb - Woodbridge in Manteca recently held their Holi-
day Home Tour with proceeds benefiting Agape Villages!  
Hank Lawson was presented a check for $2,435 by the Event 
Committee at Del Webb.  Thank you, Del Webb!  

Giving Gifts to 
our Children 
We are so thankful to 
Premier Community 
Credit Union for 
choosing Agape  
Villages in their 2017 
“Adopt-a-Child  
Program” for this 
Christmas.  They 
granted the wishes of 
many of the children 
and youth in our care. 
Pictured here is Ennis 
D. Frost, Branch  
Manager, Manteca   
location. 

Golf Event to Benefit Agape 
Bregante and Co. once again hosted their annual golf tourna-
ment, to benefit Agape Villages.  More than $7,000 was raised! 
We are so thankful to Steve Fineran and Bregante.  

“Elfing” for Agape...Again! 
We are grateful to the Youth Group at the Tri-Valley Church 
of Christ (Livermore) for conducting another “Elfing” fund 
raising event for Agape.  The way this project works is that 
donors give $40 and the 
Youth Group then puts 
twenty red and green bal-
loons in the designated fam-
ily’s yard with a sign letting 
them know who selected 
them to be “elfed.”  This 
event raised $2,000.  We 
are very thankful! 

 

So much to be 
for 

 

Toys for our Kids 
Calvary Church in 
Lathrop surprised us with a 
car load of brand new toys 
for the children and youth in 
our care.  Rob and Linda 
Faulkner delivered the toys 
to our offices.  (In the middle 
is Lisa Foster from Agape.) 
Thanks to everyone at the 
Calvary Church for helping 
make Christmas  special for 
our kids!   



October 16, 2017 through January 28, 2018 

 
 
 
 

ERLINDA ACOSTA 
   Gene & Mary Copeland 
   Hank & Betty Lawson 
LORETTA ALLEN 
   Jack & Jan Allen 
VALERIE ALLEN 
   Jack & Jan Allen 
DOROTHY ALLEY 
   Dean & Starr Baxley 
ANN AUERBACH 
   Denis & Joan McGrellis 
ROY & BETTY BARTLETT 
   Christopher Nunes 
BESSIE BLACHLY 
   Steve & Debbie Ask 
DON BLACHLY 
   Steve & Debbie Ask 
   Susan Baugh 
   Olga Brazzel 
   Diane & Gary Corum 
   Frank & Earline Curtis 
   Royce & Kathy Curtis 
   Jon & Linda Davis 
   Kaylen Fry 
   

   Gordon & Annette Giboney 
   Mildred Hamilton 
   Art & Irene Hudkins 
   Keith & Gina Ketcher 
   Janet Kleyn 
   Danah Nelson 
CARLA DAVIS BRUCE 
   Thelma Terry 
EARLIE & MARY BUSTER 
   Gene & Mary Copeland 
   Hank & Betty Lawson 
SHERMAN & ELMA 
CANNON 
   Dale & Becky Cannon 
DR. JEFFERY DENTON 
   Paul & MaryAnn Clontz 
ZORAWAR SINGH DHOOT 
   Prem Dhoot 
JOHN DUDLEY 
   Jon & Meredith Johnston 
   Brett Richardson  
PHYLLIS BANKS GREEN 
   Ken Green 
PAT HALL 
   Betty Hall 
EDNA HAMES 
   Betty Hall 
ELBERT HASH 
   Novella & Vernie Vignola 

MARGARET JAMES 
   Valerie St. James 
ETHEL & RICHARD 
JORGENSEN 
   Jorgensen Foundation 
JEAN KELLEY 
   Gary & Marlene Kelley 
SUE KELLY 
   Elaine Callis 
BOB KENNEDY 
   Norma Benson 
WILLIAM & VAUGHNCELE 
KISER 
   Mark & Dianne Kiser 
   Vickie Kiser 
FRED KLEYN 
   Beverly Kleyn 
GINGER LAWSON 
   Gene & Mary Copeland 
   Hank & Betty Lawson 
   Jo Lawson 
   Ray & Celia Lawson 
   Debra Miller 
ROMAINE LUKEY 
   Norman & Mary Wilson 
CLARENCE “TEX” MOORE 
   Norma Benson 
JANE MORRIS 
   William Terry 

GERALDINE NICHOLS 
   John Rogers 
   Ginger Sparks 
JOHN NOLTE 
   Janet Hames 
BOB OLIVER 
   Sarah Rockey 
SUZANNE PRINCE 
   William Terry 
JAMES “MICKEY” RIELL 
   Ann Butler 
   Janet Kleyn 
   John Rogers 
   Ginger Sparks 
JERRY ROBINSON 
   Betty Frazier 
ALMA JANE SCHWAMMEL 
   Robert & Joyce King 
DEANNA SENFT 
   Jerry & Karel Baxley 
BILLIE SULLIVAN 
   Norman & Mary Wilson 
JoANNE SWANSON 
   Carlos & Laura Abello 
RUFINA VILLALOBOS 
   Jeannette Tober 
ANDY WHITE 
   Jon & Cindy Norried 
TOM YORK 
   Kaylen Fry 

In Loving  
Memory 

6 www.AgapeVillages.org 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 
DORIS BONNER 
   Carol Campisi 

Merry Christmas.  Thanks for 
being the best parents EVER! 
JIM & MONA CARPER 
   Kari Carper 

With Appreciation! 
BRAD CHOATE 
   Eric & Jennifer Wolford 

Merry Christmas, Jeffrey! 
JEFF ENGHOLM 
   Kari Carper 

With respect and appreciation! 
GERALDINE EVANS 
   Rob Adams 

For all your work in the Kingdom 
of Jesus! 
PHIL & BOBBIE 
FREDRICKSON 
   Jim & Mary Holland 

Love you, Mom! 
JANET KLEYN 
   Chris Bentley  

With Appreciation! 
KEVIN & SHARI KUCHEL 
   Robert & Norma Blair 

Merry Christmas.  Love you both 
very much! 
JACLYN & CADEN 
KUENZINGER 
   Kari Carper 

Merry Christmas.  Love you all   
so much! 
JOSH, LENAE & REAGAN 
KUENZINGER 
   Kari Carper 

A great Dad and Granddad! 
HANK LAWSON 
   Jo Lawson 
   Manuel & Brandee Yactayo 

With love and respect! 
HANK & BETTY LAWSON 
   Ray & Celia Lawson 

 
 

Merry Christmas. I love you! 
RYAN, BRITTANY, LEVI & 
RIGGS LIBBY 
   Kari Carper 

Merry Christmas! 
THELMA MEAD 
   Evan & Lauren Mead 

With love and respect! 
WAYNE & NETTIE  
MEISSNER 
   Wyba Nienstadt 
With love and appreciation! 
PAUL & PAT METHVIN 
   Wyba Nientstadt  

Happy Birthday, Sister! 
LINDA MILLER 
   Gene & Mary Copeland 

Merry Christmas! 
ROY & BRENDA MILLS 
   Robert & Bonnie Murphy 

With respect and appreciation! 
UYEN PHAM 
   Jeff Yung 

Thanks and Holiday Best 
Wishes! 
SHERRILL SAXER 
   Ron & Rebecca Yee 

Happy Birthday! 
LORENE SMITH  
   Sarah Rockey 
Merry Christmas! 
GINGER SPARKS 
   Royce Dansby-Sparks  

Happy 60th Anniversary! 
HARVEY & ALFRIEDA 
STOW 
   Jerry & Karel Baxley 

With love and respect! 
MEGAN TUGGLE 
   Wyba Nienstadt 

Happy Birthday and Merry  
Christmas.  I love you, Meggie! 
MEGAN WILLEY 
   Kari Carper 

Merry Christmas 
OUR CHILDREN &  
GRANDCHILDREN 
   Jim & Mona Carper 

In Honor 
And Respect 

In honor of all survivors, as they are our future — Roberta Guise 
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PLEASE REMEMBER 
AGAPE IN YOUR 

WILL OR 
ESTATE PLAN. 

For more information: 
jlkleyn@AgapeVillages.org 

 Program Activities 
Resource (Foster) Parents Needed 

in the Cities in the Bay Area 
We are pleased to announce that Agape continues to grow and 
add amazing new resource (foster) parents to our team so that we 

can help more children and non-minor      
dependents find loving homes and brighter 
futures.  And we need more parents!  Recruit-
ing is the first step.  Thank you to USGA, 
Inc., (Kevin Youngblood and Jorge Gomez), 
for donating $1,500 to the San Leandro    
Office for recruiting new resource parents in 
our neighboring cities in the Bay Area. 
 
The Girls Group had a great time showing 

their creative sides by painting their own personal mugs and 
Christmas ornaments at Pottery Magic.  It was great to see the 
girls have such a good time and be very proud of their pottery 
accomplishments.  They are looking forward to this year’s Girls 
Group adventures.  To start this year out, we are planning a Fun 
Friday Night for the girls with bowling and pizza.  Lisa and Kat 
plan to keep the Girls Group out and about in the year, finding 
exciting adventures to engage their interests and use their imagi-
nations.   
 
Our Living Skills program hosted an advocate for drug and sub-
stance abuse prevention.  John (fictitious name) is a 17-year-old 
foster youth who works for Students in Prevention, a drug pre-
vention program in which students are fully trained in an inten-
sive educational program about the harmful effects of substance 
abuse.  Students in Prevention is an amazing program that pro-
vides the forum for students who have had substance and alcohol 
abuse problems to speak at schools and in the community in or-
der to teach kids and teens about drug prevention. 
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Agape Villages’ 
Program Director 

MEMORIAL OR HONOR GIFT 
The enclosed gift of $______ is given in � Memory of,  or 
in � Honor of: 
____________________________________________________ 

PLEASE NOTIFY: 
Name_______________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip________________________________________ 

Relationship to deceased/honoree:________________________ 
Email address: _______________________________________ 

 

Agape Villages • 3160 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120 • San Ramon, CA 94583 

This is Life-Changing Work! 

Support Agape While Grocery Shopping 
The following grocery stores have a donation program 
to benefit Agape:  SaveMart, Lucky, Food Maxx. Call 
us at 866-922-4273 and we will tell you how this works.   

$895 was received in 2017.  

Expressions of Love 
Memorial and Honor gifts 

are caring expressions of love 
and concern and are greatly 
appreciated by those so hon-

ored.  For each gift we re-
ceive, we send a thoughtful 
letter to those you request us 

to notify.   

Love has nothing to do with what you  
are expecting to get, it’s what you are  

expected to give. 
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No Child Left Out of Christmas 
 
We are very grateful to Cindae Hull and the Central  
Valley Association of Realtors (CVAR) who responded 
to a need we had.  Each year, we give to our regular 
Christmas gift resources the gifts requested by the children 
in our care.  Each year they receive what they hope to get 
from Santa.  
However, there 
are children we 
take into our fos-
ter care program 
who come shortly 
before Christmas 
and are not on 
anyone’s list.  
Cindae and 
CVAR made sure 
that all our newly 
placed kids had 
the gifts they 
wanted.  Now 
that’s what Santa 
and Christmas is 
really about!  
Thank you  again, 
CVAR! 

Pictured above from the left are Nina 
Payne, Eddie Marquardt (both with 

Agape) and Cindae Hull. 

Whether you think 
you can or think you 
can’t, you’re right. 

Pain is real, but so is 
hope.  Together, we are 

providing better and  
brighter futures for the 
children and youth who 

come to us for help. 

 



 

 

 

Christmas Parties a Big Hit! 

Our foster kids and their foster parents enjoyed Christmas parties in the three major regions where 
we do our work.  The first party was held in Danville at the Danville Bowl.  The second party 
was held in Modesto at John’s Incredible Pizza Company.  The third party was held in Sacra-
mento at the Country Club Bowling Lanes. The kids all enjoyed plenty of pizza, cake and des-
serts, bowling and/or video games, Christmas gifts, and of course, pictures with Santa!   
 
All of the foster kids attending had a fantastic time! They had looks of true joy on their faces dur-
ing bowling (the first time for many) and were so appreciative of the many gifts. Even the older 
ones enjoyed the picture time with Santa. The kids continued to reminisce about the excitement at 
home visits the following week. 

We have so many to say “thanks” to, including:  
Danville – Santa Max Patten, Tri Valley Quilts and Project Night Night. 
Modesto – Turlock Church of Christ, Hughson Church of Christ, The Giving Tree, Santa Don 
Pascarella from TNT Fireworks, Photographer Marian McGlothin, The Bank of Stockton,      
Ford/UAW Local 76, Sarah Rockey and Lathrop Church of Christ, Premier Community Credit Union and Manteca Chamber of 
Commerce.   
Sacramento – Tyler Street Church of Christ, Central Church of Christ, Kentucky Avenue Church of Christ, Roseville Church of 
Christ, Real Life Church, and North Metro Church of Christ. 

Thanks to Agape staff, board and volunteers for all you did.  Also, thanks to all those “unnamed” people who brought gifts by! 
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Farmgirl Flowers Generous Gift 
We are so thankful to Farmgirl Flowers for choosing Agape 
to be their charity in December and donating $6,800 to us.  We 
are so blessed and look forward to a long term relationship with 
the team at Farmgirl.  

70 Bears to Agape 
“Hi, my name is Presley 
Bledsoe. Growing up, I 
have seen one of my     
cousins and a friend find 
comfort from having a 
Build-A-Bear when in the 
hospital.  On my tenth 
Birthday, I decided to ask 
for Build-A-Bears instead of presents so I could donate them to 
the hospital.  This year, I was nominated by my coach to join a 
leadership program for RAGE Soccer Club.  We were asked to 
do a community service project, so I did the same thing.  This 
time, I made and sold Rice KrispieTreats, asked for donations 
within my local neighborhoods, and asked family for dona-
tions.  I was able to donate over 120 bears. I decided to donate 
these to hospitals and foster children. I hope children find com-
fort in their bears, or puts a smile on their face.  My goal is to 
start my own non-profit organization one day so I can continue 
to make children smile.” 

Thank you, Presley!  The children loved the bears! 

Jewelry Party to Benefit Agape 
Thank you Kathleen Whitworth for donating a percentage of 
your profits from a Stella & Dot jewelry party last December at 
the home of Jen Oxe.  We received a 
check for $400 and are truly thankful! 

Another Gift from CVAR 
In addition to helping us with Christ-
mas gifts (see page 7), we were 
given a $1,000 donation to help us 
serve the children and youth in our 
care.  Pictured with Hank Lawson is 
Kellee Dankiewicz with the Central     
Valley Association of  Realtors. 

 

More to be Thankful for! 

Sizzler’s Donates to Agape 
Through their fund-raising program of  
donating a percentage of proceeds to    
worthy organizations, Agape received over $300.  Thank you 
for supporting our worthwhile cause! 

 

 

Lemonade Stand for Agape 
Marina Grubb raised $34.30 for Agape 
through her lemonade stand this past fall.  
Thanks, Marina, for your kind heart! She is 
the niece of Board member Sarah Rockey. 



 The following are groupings of the sponsors who provide much needed financial support to Agape.  
We appreciate each one! 

Gold Sponsors 

— Diamond Sponsors — 

Silver Sponsors 

 

Energy Innovation from the Heartland of America 
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We Want to Recognize New  
Sponsor  

California Collision (Pleasanton) 
 

We Also Want to Recognize  
Renewing Sponsors: 

USGA, Inc. 
Vanguard Construction 

Law Office of James P. White 
B2B Gathering 
Marcella Silva 
Jen Lee Law 

BTS Consulting Group 
Boykin Burkley Consulting 

MD Electric & Solar 
Bradley K. Warren & Associates 

http://www.pge.com/
http://www.usgainc.com/
http://www.vanguardconstruction.net/
https://www.comerica.com/
https://www.sacrealtor.org/
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/oakmc-pleasanton-marriott/


 

Bronze Sponsors  

 
 
 

Sleep Train stores are now Mattress Firm stores.  Agape kids and 
foster parents continue to be thankful to Mattress Firm, most 
recently for toys, clothes and accessories.  We are so grateful! 
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Join Our Key Club 
Help us Fund our Foster Parent  

Recruitment and Training Program 
Yes, I will help fund Agape Villages’ Foster Parent Recruitment 
and Training Program by giving $50.00 a month beginning 
____________________________. 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip________________________________________ 

Email _______________________________________________ 
Phone ________________________ 

Return to:  Agape Villages 
3160 Crow Canyon Place, 
Suite 120 • San Ramon, CA 94583 

 

Churches Who’ve Provided Special Gifts 
 Lathrop Church of Christ 

 Rincon Valley Church of Christ 
 Exchange Community Church 

http://jenleelaw.com/
http://www.giannissanramon.com/
https://www.facebook.com/flowerswithfriends
http://www.btsconsultinggroup.com/
http://www.ssjid.com/
http://b2bgathering.com/
http://www.crystaldowns.net/


 Supporter 

Friend 

 

 

11 www.AgapeVillages.org 

www.AgapeVillages.org 

           Donate Your Car or 
            Other Vehicle Today! 

                                  Our car donation program pro- 
                                  vides vital support to our work.  
To donate your car (or trucks, trailers, boats and RVs) 
call Car Program toll-free, seven days a week at  
1-800-513-6560.  Or, go to our website below. 

Foundation Gifts to Agape 
 Jorgensen Foundation 

 Manteca Rotary Club 

http://www.cmwrite.com/
http://bradwarren.com/
http://www.officespots1.com/
http://www.dellossofamilyfarm.com/
http://www.scm-safety.com/
http://www.hwsfinancial.com/
http://www.rosehotel.net/
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Galatians 6:2 
“Carry each other’s 
burdens, and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of 
Christ.”  

Janet Kleyn, President 

Remember, Online 
Giving is Available on 

our Website 
www.AgapeVillages.org 

    From the President 

One of the aspects of our work which we don’t 
often speak about publically is the challenge we 
deal with in complying with the rules, regula-
tions and laws of the State of California.  To 
operate a foster care program, we must main-
tain our license as a Foster Family Agency 
(FFA).  We must also respond to the continual 
changes effecting our work which is codified 
into law by our state Legislature.  
 
One of these changes is the Continuum of Care 
Reform known as Assembly Bill 403 which 
passed in October of 2015.  This is a broad ef-
fort to improve child welfare services.  In this 
law are added requirements for FFAs to meet 
higher standards of care, including the mandate 
for all agencies to become accredited by a na-
tional accrediting body.  We have chosen the 
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitative 
Facilities (CARF).  Agencies are given until the 
end of 2018 to complete the process.  
 
Accreditation is a process whereby an organi-
zation undergoes an in-depth review of their 

business model, infrastructure, quality of care 
and operations.  Data reveals that there is a 
positive correlation between accreditation and 
improvement in the quality of services and pro-
grams.   
 
Becoming accredited will provide CARF’s in-
dependent endorsement that we conform to best 
practice standards.  These standards relate to 
leadership, governance, programs, financial 
management, performance measuring and con-
tinual improvement, health and safety, human 
resources, technology, staff training, risk man-
agement, cultural competence, ethics, legal 
requirements among other areas. 
 
We are on a path to complete this accreditation 
process in the spring of 2018.  Yes, we operate 
a quality program now.  However, the accredi-
tation process will help us to be even better!  
We have been working hard on this process for 
over a year and hope to announce successful 
completion in a few months.  Whew, it will be 
a joy and relief to be done! 

Pursuing National Accreditation 
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