
 

We did it!  After over a year of pursuing our national ac-

creditation through the Commission on Accreditation of 

Rehabilitative Facilities (CARF), we received our 

approval letter on May 9
th
 confirming we received 

our accreditation for the maximum period allowed, 

three years.   

 

We worked hard to get all of our policies and prac-

tices in compliance with over 2,000 CARF standards.  It was 

a challenging task with staff agency-wide participating in the 

project.  Many thanks to our key leadership staff, Janet 

Kleyn and Cheryl Youngblood, for guiding the agency 

through this process and to Doug Mead, our pro-bono con-

sultant for this endeavor.  

 

Zen Gee and Barbara Dorsett, CARF representatives, met 

with us on April 4-6.  They spoke very highly about Agape at 

their exit meeting.  They made comments such as the follow-

ing.  “We don’t often see first year applicant agencies 

doing this well with the CARF process.  You are way 

ahead of the game as a first-time agency.  You are truly 

a pillar in your community.  We commend all of you in 

this process and it is evident you definitely 

made a commitment to CARF.” 

We must continue to comply with their standards as we will 

be reviewed every three years for ongoing compliance and 

re-certification.  Agape Villages’ President, Janet 

Kleyn, states: “Achieving accreditation was long 

and hard, but we have a great sense of pride in 

knowing we comply with best practice standards in 

our industry.  The children in our care deserve no 

less.” 

 

We received a letter from CARF’s President/CEO, Brian 

Boon, Ph.D., who said the following:   

“It is my pleasure to inform you that Agape Villages 

Foster Family Agency has been issued CARF ac-

creditation based on its recent survey. This achieve-

ment is an indication of your organization’s dedica-

tion and commitment to improving the quality of the 

lives of the persons served.” 

 

We are thrilled to reach this milestone!  We hope this “seal of 

approval” also strengthens our already good reputation and 

relationship with external stakeholders and the communities 

in which we operate! 
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Agape Receives CARF Accreditation! 

Pictured above are those at the exit meeting with our CARF representatives.  Front 
row (L-R) is Barbara Dorsett and Zen Gee (from CARF) and Emily Youngblood.  

Back row is Hank Lawson, Cheryl Youngblood, Dave Roach, Janet Kleyn,        
Eddie Marquardt and Doug Mead. 

 

 

Our Newsletter Re-Design 

After seeking feedback, we are changing 
the format of our newsletter to a more con-
temporary style to make it easier to read.   

We are Grateful for Corporate 
and Foundation Gifts 

 $4,950 – Pleasanton Weekly Holiday Fund 

 $3,900 – Manteca Sunrise Kiwanis 

 $2,500 United Way – Manteca/Lathrop/

Escalon/Ripon 

 $1,500 – Danville Sycamore Rotary Club 

 $1,500 – Kiwanis Club of San Ramon Valley 
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We Need More Volunteers!  
If you would like to be a volunteer, please let us know via 
our website: www.AgapeVillages.org and use the “Get   
Involved” button, or call us at 866-922-4273. 

A Tale of Two Boys—Family Secured 

An all-too-typical story.  2 teen brothers.  Biological mom 

on drugs.  Biological dad in prison.  The boys moved be-

tween family members, city to city.  Not going to school.  

Finally CPS was called.   

 

The boys were in several foster homes and then came to 

one of Agape’s wonderful foster homes.  It took a little 

while, but the boys are doing well in school.  They are in-

volved in sports.  They have part-time jobs.  They are typi-

cal kids.  Their foster mom is now their legal guardian.  

 

The boys have found their family. Agape foster mom says, 

“Agape Social Worker Courtney McAlister has been an 

excellent social worker. So supportive.  The children’s at-

torney has been very good also.  Courtney made the differ-

ence.  I am very pleased with Agape.” 

Helping a Little Girl Who is Hurting 

Grace, a 6 year old girl, has had a difficult life so far.  Prior 

to coming to Agape Villages, she was in foster care and 

subsequently reunified with her mother early last year.  

Unfortunately, her mother continued struggling with a sub-

stance abuse problem and was unable to follow the safety 

plan required for caring for Grace.  Her father was out of 

the home and was a registered sex offender.   

 

Grace was then placed in foster care with Agape Villages 

with one of our single parent resource families.  At first, 

Grace was very quiet, cried a lot (especially to see her 

mother), and would eat very little.  Agape Social Worker, 

Courtney McAlister, was able to arrange counseling ser-

vices for Grace to help with her adjustments.  We are 

pleased to report that after several months, Grace is doing 

much better.  She is happy, loves her foster mother whom 

she calls “Grandma,” and is gaining weight. 

 

We continue to work with the referring County Department 

of Social Services as efforts are made to work out a per-

manency plan for Grace. 

How many ways can you volunteer?  A lot, especially 

when you’re the Martinez Church of Christ.  Some of the 

ways they’ve helped Agape recently: getting our newslet-

ter ready for mailing (saving us money!), collecting toilet-

ries, underwear and 

other useful items for 

our kids, inviting our 

kids to go to Bible 

Camp with them, and 

other ways. Thank you! 

More Stories FROM OUR FOSTER 
CARE PROGRAM 

A glimpse of how we make a difference!  (The names have been changed.) 

Volunteers 

We Need Foster Parents! 
— Every Child Deserves a Home — 

We receive calls almost daily about children needing a foster 

home.  We serve children who’ve been abused, neglected, 

abandoned and mistreated in ways they need to be removed 

from their own families for their protection.  These are children 

who’ve been thrust into the foster care system, who depend on 

the mercy of others for their care.   

We need families for children of all ages, especially children 

10 years and older and sibling groups.  Consider today how 

you can be used to care for children.  For more information on 

foster parenting, call the Agape Villages office at 800-566-

2225.  Also, see our website. 

  

 

 
 

Sleep Train stores are now Mattress Firm stores.  

Agape kids and foster parents continue to benefit from 

the donations they give to us. We are so grateful! 
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I love what Paul is saying to the church in 

Philippi.  “Brothers, I do not consider my-

self yet to have taken hold of it.  But one 

thing I do:  Forgetting what is behind and 

straining toward what is ahead, I press on 

toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 

heavenward in Christ Jesus.” ( Phil. 3:13)   

 

ONE thing he said he did, forgetting what lies behind.  How 

important is that?  Vitally!  We cannot live in the past.  Our 

life is in the future.  I have heard a number of times lately 

how our automobile has such a small rear view mirror BUT A 

LARGE WINDSHIELD.  Why?  Because we need to be un-

obstructed in looking forward to where our lives are headed. 

 

That brings me to another thing Paul mentions he was doing 

– reaching/straining forward to what lies ahead.  Living 

each day with anticipation.  What marvelous things does 

God have planned for us!  Not tomorrow, not next week, but 

today! 

God can fill your day.  Put your phone down.  Turn off the 

T.V., and go for a walk.  Look at the sky.  Breathe deeply.  

Stretch as far as you can.  IT IS GREAT TO BE ALIVE!  En-

joy the moment for God is near. 

 

As you look ahead, know that opportunities abound for ways 

you can press toward the goal to win the prize.  We are co-

workers with God.  I firmly believe the work of Agape Vil-

lages is work that is close to the heart of God.  Why not con-

sider how you can get more involved?   

1. Consider being a "foster parent".  Change a child’s life 

while the child is changing you for the better! 

2. Consider becoming a member of the Agape Key Club by 

pledging to give $50.00 a month to help with the recruit-

ing and training of our foster parents.  

3. We need volunteers in many other ways.  Call me to 

learn more and to get started:  209-484-1377. 

 

Hank Lawson 

                      By Hank Lawson, Director, Church and Community Relations 

 Looking Forward to Opportunities Ahead 
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Mark Anglin comes to us from Atwater, CA.  He holds a 

Bachelors degree in Animal Science and a Masters degree 

in Vocational Education.  Mark is a recently retired college 

administrator.  He has 41 years of experi-

ence in Education, working with high school 

and college students in a variety of roles.  

Specifically, he has 21 years of high school 

agricultural teaching experience, 7 years as 

a professor of Animal Science and Agricul-

tural Business for the MJC Agricultural & Environmental Sci-

ences Division, 11 years as the Dean of the MJC Agricultural 

& Environmental Sciences Division and 3 years assisting 

with a California Department of Education grant.  He and his 

wife, Patty, attend the Church of Christ in Turlock.   

 

Cindae Hull comes to us from Manteca, CA.  She has a 

Bachelors of Science degree in Business Administration – 

Accounting.  She worked as an auditor for 

Stanislaus County and then home-schooled 

her three children through high school.  She 

then worked for a company which owned 

five restaurants, managing their office and 

accounts  She currently works for the Cen-

tral Valley Association of Realtors as their Office Manager. 

She and her husband, John, attend the Mid Valley Church of 

Christ in Stockton. 

Steve Vawter comes to us from Concord, CA.  Steve has 

worked as a heavy equipment operator, journeyman carpen-

ter and then a truck driver for 25 years for 

Berkeley Ready mix.  He has served on the 

Board of Directors of Sierra Bible Camp 

twice for a combined 20+ years.  He has 

also previously served on the Agape Board. 

He and his wife, Teresa, have three children 

and seven grandchildren.  They attend the Martinez Church 

of Christ where Steve has been worshiping for over 50 

years.  He has served as Youth Minister, Deacon and cur-

rently as one of the Elders. 

 

Stephen T. Webb comes to us from Antelope, CA.  He has 

been working as a licensed realtor since 1998.  He has held 

leadership positions with the Sacramento 

Association of Realtors and has won nu-

merous awards in the business of real es-

tate.  He currently serves on the board of 

the Sacramento Realtists, a trade associa-

tion committed to achieving democracy in 

housing.  He has also served on the board of the Sacra-

mento chapter of the NAACP, including serving as President.  

Stephen and his wife, Sandra, have four children and seven 

grandchildren.  They’ve been attending the Parkway Church 

of Christ for the past 20 years. 

Agape Villages Welcomes New Board Members 
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Current Year Statistics  
(From 1/1/18 to 6/25/18) 

 144 – Foster Children Served Year-to-Date 

   51 – New Children in Care this Year 

   94 – Foster Children Currently in Care 

   64 – Certified Foster Families 

 Since We Began in 1958 

6,260 – Foster Children Served 
  4,000 – Through Sierra Children’s Home 

  2,260 – Through Agape Villages 

   504 – Foster Families who have Partnered 

  with us in Foster Care 

Our Professional 
Service Statistics 
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Support Agape While Grocery Shopping 
The following grocery stores have a donation program 

to benefit Agape:  SaveMart, Lucky, Food Maxx. Call us at 
866-922-4273 and we will tell you how this works.   

$336 was received to date in 2018.  

 Examine our Hearts 
   By David Lee, Chair, Board of Directors 

 
Recently I have been having a few abnormali-

ties with my heart.  It has caused me to have 

less energy, some dizziness, and rapid heart 

beats.  To help diagnose the best course of action to take, 

my doctor has ordered me to wear a heart monitor for a few 

weeks.  It started me thinking about the "hearts" and motiva-

tions of people.   

 

Sometimes when our hearts and minds aren't functioning 

properly, our performance and actions are affected.  Periodi-

cally we all need to examine our "hearts" to check to see if 

we are focusing too much on ourselves or if we are using 

our talents, time, and finances to help others.   

 

If you would like to share the good things you've been 

blessed with, I just happen to know some disadvantaged 

little ones you could help.  So, if your "heart monitor" is tell-

ing you to reach out more to others, call Agape today.  You 

will feel so healthy if you do. 

 

 

Farewell to Theris Coates 
Theris Coates has recently resigned from serving on 

our Board of Directors due to his busy work sched-

ule.  We appreciate his service! 

Manteca Golf Course 
$375 – Foursome   $100 – Individual 

Team Sponsorship Competition 

Foster Kids 

Fairways  

Fore 

14th Annual Golf Tournament 

Friday 
October 26, 2018 

Details: 
11:00 a.m. Registration 

12:30 p.m. Shotgun Start 
4 Person Team Format/Scramble

Includes: 
Driving Range, Golf Cart, Prizes, 
BBQ Hot Dog Lunch at Check-In, 

Raffle, Live Auction 

Register Online @ www.AgapeVillages.org 

Dinner@ Chez Shari Overlooking the Golf Course! 

Contact Nina Payne – 209-430-0323 

Sacramento Annual Dinner 
Our 6

th
 Annual Sacramento Fundraising Dinner took place 

on May 11
th
 at the Cor-

dova Church of Christ 

and the event raised 

$7,000 to help the chil-

dren and youth Agape 

serves.  We are grate-

ful for everyone who  

attended and helped 

put on this event! 

Pete and Pam Bogdanovic 

served as our MCs and foster 

parents Patrick and Janet 

Mitchell and their daughter 

(former Agape foster youth), 

Zakaria, were our speakers.  The Sacramento Children’s 

Chorus entertained us with their young voices, Stephen T. 

Webb and Gloria Robertson were silent auction coordina-

tors and Danah Nelson and Carolyn Adams were our 

event coordina-

tors. Thanks 

again to all!  

We hope many 

more will     

attend next 

year! 

 

Pam and Pete Bogdanovic 
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Gianni’s 

Gianni’s Tips for Change 

was a huge success!  We 

raised $2,500, and our volun-

teer servers had a wonderful 

time serving the guests.  A 

big thank you to Melanie and 

Gianni Bartoletti for their charitable hearts.  

 

Master’s Praise Concerts 
The Master’s Praise men’s a cappella chorus gave two 

benefit concerts to benefit Agape Villages and raised more 

than $3,000.  

Thanks to the 

Parkway 

Church of 

Christ and the 

Tyler Street 

Church of Christ in Sacramento for hosting the concerts. 

Roseville Yard Sale 

Thanks to the Roseville Church of Christ for holding a 

yard sale to benefit Agape.  More than $1,000 was raised. 

Thank you all! 

Applebee’s Elk Grove 
 

Thanks to Elk Grove and Parkway 

Churches of Christ for again hosting a fundraising break-

fast at Applebee’s in Elk Grove.  Through ticket sales and 

silent auction, more than $1,500 was raised to benefit the 

children at Agape Villages.  Our thanks! 

Justice Has Been Served...Again! 

    Jail ‘N Bail 2018  
Pleasanton –  
Jail ’N Bail was once again an amazing day raising 

money for the foster kids.  Thanks again to everyone who 

donated and to those who went to 

jail on behalf of the kids.  A big 

shout out to Blue Agave for letting 

us use their front patio.  The amount 

raised is now 

close to  

$9,000!  

 

Elk Grove –  
Jail ‘N Bail was 

another fun and  

successful event in the Greater Sacramento community.  

Thanks to the Pappas family for allowing us to hold the 

event in the lobby of their beautiful building.  The amount 

raised here was $2,500.  Spe-

cial thanks to Steven T. Webb 

for being both a judge and a jail 

bird raising money.   

We appreciate everyone at each 

location for participating in this 

effort to help kids in foster care! 

Spring in the Valley 
The first annual “Spring in the Valley” 

dinner and dessert auction was held at 

the Senior Center in Manteca on Friday, 

April 27.  The event raised over $7,000.  

Hank Lawson was the MC.  Agape foster 

parent Juliana Pickering and former Agape foster youth 

Austin Stoker spoke to the group.  Thanks to Steve Vawter 

for barbequing the tri tip and chicken.  Thanks to Sarah 

Rockey, Nina Payne, Lisa Foster, Amy Kieffer, Lisa Penn, 

Cindae Hull, Mary Louise Applebaum, and Becky Steed for 

helping with this event.  Thanks also to all who made the 

desserts for the auction and to our young servers, Darrian, 

Delean, Dillon and Katherine.  We are very grateful to all! 

Volunteer Servers at Gianni’s 

James and Tae Kyoung 

White and Kids 

Judges Kathy Narum 

and Randy Brown 

 

Je
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Heather Larrabee and Judge 

Stephen T. Webb. 

Chili’s Tip a Hero 
Manteca Police Department officers waited tables and col-

lected tips for the Agape Villages foster children. They did 

everything from getting drinks, to bussing tables, to passing 

out official “police officer badge” stickers to the delight of 

several little boys and girls. Combined with the donations 

from Chili’s, nearly $2,000 was raised for Agape Villages. A 

special thank you to Charlie Goeken, Police Captain for 

Manteca Police Department, and Chili’s  

Restaurant, for helping to make this event  

such a success! 



January 28, 2018 through June 25, 2018 

 
 
 
 

ERLINDA ACOSTA 

     Gene & Mary Copeland 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

SEAN ADAMS 

     Janet Kleyn 

     Danah Nelson 

DOROTHY ALLEY 

     Jerry & Karel Baxley 

ALMEDA AVEDIKIAN 

     Michael & Rena Avedikian 

ROY & BETTY BARTLETT 

     Christopher & Brittney Nunes 

ONIE BAXLEY 

     Jerry & Karel Baxley 

HOWARD EUGENE  

BETTENCOURT 

      Lisla Damoulos 

DON BLACHLY 

     Peter & Pamela Bogdanovic 

DON & BESSIE BLACHLY 

     Donald & Kay Blachly 

LEONARD BROWN 

     Norman & Rebecca Cole 

CARLA DAVIS BRUCE 

     Thelma Terry 

EARLIE & MARY BUSTER 

     Gene & Mary Copeland 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

RETA CLARK 

     Michael & Rena Avedikian 

JOYCE CORCORAN 

     Rosemary Bledsoe 

     Julia Findley 

     Wilma Flach 

     Coni Fletcher 

     Margaret C. Fletcher 

     Rod Fletcher 

     Audrey Jones 

     Kathleen Jones 

     Janet Kleyn 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

     Barbara Taylor  

AL COSTA 

     Patricia Militano 

MARY COSTA 

     Patricia Militano 

STANLEY DAVIS 

     Rose Sandoval 

CLAUDE DITTMORE 

     JoAnn Byrne 

RON DOWNY 

     Ernest & Jackie Hillman 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

BUZZ ESPEDAL 

      Don & Judy Price 

GREG FAIRCHILD 

     Elaine Callis 

KATHLEEN FJELDSTAD 

     June Johnston 

NORMAN R. FOSTER 

     Loyce Foster 

PHIL FREDRICKSON 

     Elaine Callis 

MAX GIBSON 

     Ernest & Jackie Hillman 

     Janet Kleyn 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

JERRY HAMES 

     Janet Hames 

EVELYN HAVER 

     Fremont Church of Christ  

        Ladies Class 

LANEY HESTER 

     Don & Judy Price 

GRACE HOUGEY 

     William & Karen Hansen 

     Ernest & Jackie Hillman 

     Beverly Kleyn 

     Janet Kleyn 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

     Doris Smith 

MARY HOWEY 

     Loyce Foster 

WILLIAM & VAUGHNCELE 

KISER 

     Mark & Dianne Kiser 

FRED KLEYN 

     Beverly Kleyn 

MCNEAL LANKFORD 

     Lois Lankford 

     Richard, Donna & Savannah  

       Paine 

GINGER LAWSON 

     Gene & Mary Copeland 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

     Jo Lawson 

     Ray & Celia Lawson 

     Debra Miller 

LYNN MARIE MARTIN 

     Troy & Shirley Martin 

MARYANN MARTIN 

     Patricia Militano 

ART MELLING 

     Lorie Melling 

JANE MORRIS 

     William Terry 

EVELYN JUNE POWER 

     Tim & Tonya Power 

SUZANNE PRINCE 

     William Terry 

PATSY RICE 

     David & Jeanette Lee 

GORDON ROBERTS 

     Janet Kleyn 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

     Ira Payne 

DEBRA LYN RODGERS 

     Burl & June Rodgers 

MILLIE SCHULTZ 

     Christine Baker 

     Donna Deltondo 

     Geraldine Evans 

     Gaylan & Pat Kleveland 

     Janet Kleyn 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

     David & Jeanette Lee 

     Wayne & Irene Smith 

     Vernie & Novella Vignola 

DEANNA SENFT 

     Jerry & Karel Baxley 

SARA SENFT 

     Jerry & Karel Baxley 

MEL SKINNER 

     Olga Brazzel 

     Norman & Rebecca Cole 

     Melvin & Iona Dutra 

     Wilma Flach 

     Ron & Peggy Fullen 

     Janet Kleyn 

     Murice Shelton 

     Norman & Mary Wilson 

JIMMIE SMITH 

     Doris Smith 

BOBBY LEE SPARKS 

     Tom & Sue Hardy 

DONALD STEPHENS 

     Loyce Foster 

EVYLIN TUCKER 

     Fremont Church of Christ  

       Ladies Class      

     Peggy Jo Tucker 

LORRAINE WILFLEY 

     Norman & Rebecca Cole 

     Melvin & Iona Dutra 

     Wilma Flach 

     Ron & Peggy Fullen 

     Donna Hodges 

     Barbara Stoffle 

SHIRLEY WILLIS 

     Jerry & Kathleen Dotson 

     Fred & June Followill 

     Janet Kleyn 

     Tri-Valley Church of Christ 

In Loving  
Memory 
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MARYANN CLONTZ 

A Wonderful, Godly Woman!    

     Julia Denton 

CINDY DETRICK 

With Honor and Respect! 

     Wyba Nienstadt 

HANK LAWSON 

With Love and Appreciation! 

     Christopher & Brittney Nunes 

HANK LAWSON 

A Great Dad! 

     Jo Lawson 

HANK & BETTY LAWSON 

With Love and Respect! 

     Ray & Celia Lawson 

DAVID LEE 

With Honor and Respect! 

     Wyba Nienstadt 

SARAH ROCKEY 

Happy Birthday, Sarah! 

     Darin Haydock 

DALE & MARY RODGERS 

With Honor and Respect! 

     Wyba Nienstadt 

WAYNE & IRENE SMITH 

With Honor and Respect! 

     Novella & Vernie Vignolo 

MATT, TRACY & CAITLYN 

TRELFALLS 

With Honor and Respect! 

     Wyba Nienstadt 

 

 

GINGER SPARKS 

With Honor and Respect! 

     Tom & Sue Hardy 

ROD VANBUSKIRK 

With Respect! 

     Ernest & Jackie Hillman 

In Honor 
And Respect 

Memorial & Honor Gifts 

You measure the size of the 

accomplishment by the  

obstacles you had to over-

come to reach your goals. 
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 Program Activities 
Resource (Foster) Parents Needed 

in the Cities in the Bay Area 

Some things slow down in the summer but not Agape Villages 

and not our commitment to our kids and foster parents. 

 

We are having trainings for our foster par-

ents on Trauma-informed care.  This is a 

treatment framework that involves under-

standing, recognizing, and responding to 

the effects of all types of trauma.  

 

We are also having trainings for the staff 

and foster parents on “non-violent crisis 

intervention.” This will involve nearly 20 sessions to get every-

one trained. 

 

The teen girls’ group had a 

great time out on their bowling 

adventure.  This included 

pizza, nachos, French fries 

and tons of laughs.  They are 

looking forward to their next 

outing when they plan to go to 

Six Flags Discovery Kingdom.  

 

We continue to work hard on recruiting, training and certifying 

foster parents.  We are having to say “No” to children referred 

to us too many times because we don’t have foster homes for 

them.  Please consider whether you or someone you know 

who has a heart for children would like more information on 

foster parenting.  Call Nina Payne at 800-566-2225. 
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Agape Villages’ 

Program Director 

MEMORIAL OR HONOR GIFT 
The enclosed gift of $______ is given in  Memory of,  or 

in  Honor of: 

____________________________________________________ 

PLEASE NOTIFY: 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip_________________________________________ 

Relationship to deceased/honoree:________________________ 

Email address: _______________________________________ 

 

Agape Villages • 3160 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120 • San Ramon, CA  94583 

Being There for Children and Youth 

 Expressions of Love 
Memorial and Honor gifts are caring expressions of 

love and concern and are greatly appreciated by those 

so honored.  For each gift we receive, we send a 

thoughtful letter to those you request us to notify.   
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          Donate Your Car Today! 
                          Our car donation program provides 
                          vital support to our work.  Call  
    Car Program toll-free, seven days a week at  
    1-800-513-6560.  Or, go to our website below. 

 

The Extra Agape Provides Kids 
We recently placed two teenagers, not related, in foster 

homes who had swimming pools.  This was very exciting to 

the kids.  However, neither of them have done much swim-

ming before.  Foster children have to be tested for compe-

tence in swimming in order to be allowed to swim.   

 

One of our volunteers, Candy Windschitl, is a certified swim 

instructor. She worked with the kids until they both passed 

the swim test.  They are now having a blast in the pool!   

 

This is just one example of the little extras Agape provides 

for our kids.  It’s also an illustration of the generosity, pa-

tience and understanding of those who join with us to make 

a difference in their lives! 

Our 2018 Foster Care Picnic 
We had our 8

th 
annual picnic for our families and youth 

on June 2
nd

 this year. We had 

our typical play activities, games, 

music, food and added a photo 

booth, face painting and a henna 

tattoo booth. We welcomed back 

Reptile Ron and his interesting 

creatures. His traveling reptile 

show was exciting and educational for everyone. We 

appreciate all the families, 

staff, GK Music, the volun-

teers, and everyone who par-

ticipated in making the picnic 

a magical day for all.  

 

Our picnic is the perfect     

opportunity for our kids and non-minor dependents 

(those over 18 years of age in care) to have some good 

old fashioned fun. It is also a time for our foster parents 

to visit with other foster parents and make new friends. 

 

Alicia and Katie enjoying bowling! 
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I Timothy 6:18 

“Command them to do 

good, to be rich in good 

deeds, and to be gener-

ous and willing to 

share.”  

Janet Kleyn, President 

Remember, Online 

Giving is Available on 

our Website 

www.AgapeVillages.org 

 

We are halfway through 2018 as I write this 

article.  So much has already been achieved 

this year.  We are averaging 95 children in 

care every day.  We’ve already certified 14 

new foster families and have many more in 

process. We have achieved national accredi-

tation through CARF, as noted in the front-

page article.  And we are celebrating our 60
th
 

year of caring for children. 

Agape Villages (then called Sierra Children’s 

Home) was founded in 1958 by a group of 

men who wanted to help children less fortu-

nate than their own.  These men were in their 

30’s and 40’s, were married with children, 

had jobs and were leaders with church and 

community responsibilities.  They seemingly 

had full plates by any measure.  

But as Frank Curtis, one of the founding 

board members, observed to me several 

years ago, “We saw a need and decided to 

do something about it.”  There was room in 

their lives and hearts to help children that no 

one else was helping.  This need continues. 

There are 63,000 children in foster care in 

California.  These are disadvantaged children 

and youth who need us to care about them.  

We understand that not everyone can be a 

foster parent or a social worker.  But every-

one can help us in some way. 

For most people, the way to help is by mak-

ing financial gifts.  These will enable us to 

provide for an Agape social worker in every 

foster home each week, to continue our ex-

tracurricular activities and to run an Inde-

pendent Living Skills program. 

 

We are 60 years old and with your help, will 

be around for another 60 years serving kids!  

60 Years and Counting 

 

Agape Villages 
 

 

3160 Crow Canyon Place 
Suite 120 

San Ramon, CA  94583 
925-866-3020 
866-922-4273 

www.AgapeVillages.org 

Janet Kleyn 
President and CEO 

Cheryl Youngblood, LCSW 
Program Director 

Board of Directors 
David Lee, Chair 

Walter Bruce, Secretary 
Hank Lawson, Treasurer 

Mark Anglin 
Charlene Cobb 

Cindae Hull 
Janet Kleyn 

Carolyn Miller 
Gloria Robertson 

Sarah Rockey 
Don Thomas 

Steven Vawter 
Stephen T. Webb

Our Mission 
“Agape Villages mobilizes  

community resources to provide 
quality homes, innovative  

solutions and the highest of  
professional services to  

disadvantaged children and  
their families to meet their needs,  
maximize their potential and lead 

toward a better and brighter  
future.” 

60 Years of Caring Through Sierra Children’s Home/Agape Villages 

   From the President 


