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In October of 2017, we had the privilege of doing respite 

care for A.J., a 3-year-old little boy. Due to circumstances 

out of his control, he had been moved around a bit and 

needed a place to stay for a while. He liter-

ally walked into our home, set his stuff down 

and pretty much completely stole our hearts.  

 

A.J. attached to us very quickly. He began 

calling me mommy and my husband daddy 

on his first day in our home and would follow 

me everywhere I went. It was evident that he 

was really looking to find stability and love.  

 

When we would get ready to get into the car to go to the 

park or grab lunch, A.J. would hide his shoes in our laundry 

room because he associated getting into cars with uncer-

tainty and he didn’t want to leave. It broke our hearts.  

 

I must say, the goal of fostering is to always support the en-

tire family in the hopes that they can reunify as that is always 

in the best interest of the child, but sometimes for whatever 

reason, that cannot happen, and in our little guy’s case that 

was the situation. A.J. was in care now for over two years 

and unfortunately reunification was just not an option for him. 

 

What was meant to be a two week respite has now turned 

into forever. On November 16
th
 of last year, on National 

Adoption Day, A.J. became our son not only in our hearts 

but also in name.  

 

We feel so blessed to be able to give our 

little guy a loving, stable and supportive 

family for all the years to come.  For a little 

guy who has been through so much, his 

resilience is inspiring to all that meet him. 

 

My husband and I are eternally grateful to 

Agape not only for introducing us to our little 

guy and advocating on our behalf but also 

for supporting us all along the way. Dave 

who was our social worker visited us weekly and offered us 

encouragement and support. In fact, everyone who has 

helped us along the way, Eddie, Lisa, Jordan, Cheryl, have 

always made it clear that we can reach out for help or sup-

port any time we need to. We know that Agape will stand 

with us throughout our journey. As new foster parents, this 

was an incredible benefit. 

 

And my last bit of thanks is to YOU – those of you who    

donate both your time, energy and money, you make it pos-

sible for our children to have experiences that they otherwise 

would not have been able to have, and as a foster parent, I 

can’t thank you enough because you too truly make a differ-

ence, I’ve seen it firsthand. 

 

by Juliana Pickering 

Agape Foster and Adoptive Mother 

The Beauty of an Encouraging 
Future Vision 

One of the teenagers in our care recently drew on a poster 

board a vision she has for her future.  It includes being a 

cheerleader, having a big dog, attending Stanford University, 

making an impact in the world regarding the environment 

and injustice, going stargazing, getting good grades and a 

good job with a steady income, visiting China again and hav-

ing a loving family. 

Wow, what an inspiring and meaningful vision!  Everyone 

would benefit from putting a vision for their lives in writing or 

in a graphic like this!  Having a personal vision impacts a life! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiqmLm3vu7fAhWPITQIHSbTB6IQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftujungaknightsofcolumbus.wordpress.com%2F2016%2F05%2F16%2Fwhat-we-do%2F&psig=AOvVaw3FZbbDTnts1C_axpqfkBuf&
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We Need More Volunteers!  
If you would like to be a volunteer, please let us know via 
our website: www.AgapeVillages.org and use the “Get   
Involved” button, or call us at 866-922-4273. 

Charlie Goeken is a police captain with the Manteca   

Police Department. He is married and has 4 adult sons. 

Charlie is committed to the community including being a 

dedicated volunteer with Agape for almost 10 years now. 

Tip-a-Hero (which is “his” event and he 

loves to plan), barbeque dinners, golf 

tournament – name an Agape event, 

and Charlie is there!  When asked why 

he supports Agape, Charlie said, “I can’t 

help every good cause. I decided to  

focus on the most vulnerable, children 

who are innocent victims and need 

help.”  We are thankful for your service 

and commitment to Agape, Charlie! 

Volunteers We Need Foster Parents! 
— Every Child Deserves a Home — 

We receive calls almost daily about children needing a foster 

home.  We serve children who’ve been abused, neglected, 

abandoned and mistreated in ways they need to be removed 

from their own families for their protection.  These are children 

who’ve been thrust into the foster care system, who depend on 

the mercy of others for their care.   

We need families for children of all ages, especially children 

10 years and older 

and sibling groups.  

Consider today how 

you can be used to 

care for children.  For 

more information on 

foster parenting, call 

the Agape Villages 

office at 800-566-

2225.  Also, see our 

website. 

 

                          We are so grateful for our generous  

                          donors who more than met our matching 

gift challenge of $60,000 by December 31st.. It was a dollar 

for dollar match.  We are thrilled to announce that we met 

our goal thanks to so many generous donors. Thank you all! 

         We Met Our Challenge 

           Gift Again! 

Our 6th Annual Dinner 
and Auction in Pleasanton  

Our annual dinner and auction event was held 

at the beautiful Pleasanton Marriott on Novem-

ber 3rd. We asked one of our foster parents, 

Betty Cousins, to share her experiences in 

serving Anjru DeLeon in her home.   

Anjru then spoke to the group 

about his birth family and the difference Agape 

has made in his life.  Anjru is currently a      

student and the student body Vice President at 

San Joaquin Delta College.  He has aspirations 

to become a Lawyer and help others in the  

future. 

Brock Roby was again our MC for the evening and as always 

did a great job.  This event raised $52,000 in support of our 

efforts to serve children and youth.  We are very grateful!  

Thanks also to dinner sponsors Scott and Sophie Piper and  

Ralph and Deborah Sabiel. 

Anjru DeLeon  

Betty Cousins  

 

A Fond Farewell to John Greff 
 
Agape Villages sadly says farewell to John Greff who 

passed on to his glory with the Lord this past October.  

John had been actively involved with Agape for most of 

his adult life, working tirelessly in the 

tasks he was given to do.  He served 

30 years on our Board of Directors and 

was a generous donor and advisor.   

 

John’s greatest joy was to serve God, 

his family, his country and those less 

fortunate or in need.  He served in the U.S. Navy, was a 

Scout leader and served as an elder for the Davis Park 

Church of Christ for 30 years.  John had a heart that was 

bigger than life itself.  He had an exuberant spirit and per-

sonality that was contagious.  He will be sorely missed by 

so many. 

 

Charlotte Cobb and Carolyn Miller    
Resign from our Board of Directors 

Both Charlotte and Carolyn have served on our Board 
for many years.  However, they both have moved out 
of state and are not able to participate with Agape as 
they would like.  We appreciate their service and their 
love for the work of Agape.  We will miss them. 

Charlie Goeken 
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Golfers in our 2018 Fairways Fore Foster Kids Event 

We have been holding our “Fairways Fore Foster Kids” 

golf fund raising event in Manteca for 14 years now and are 

so pleased by the response this year (2018).  All total, we 

had 128 golfers and raised $42,000 to support our foster 

care program.  We had our regular “pay-to-play” aspect of 

the event where individual golfers paid $100 to participate.  

We also added a fund raising aspect to the event this year 

where we secured some “Team Captains” to raise money 

with their teammates and then come to play golf.  The team 

raising the most this year was led by Doug Mead from the 

Mission Viejo Church of Christ in Orange County, raising 

over $5,500.  We hope to build on this success next year by 

securing more Team Captains to join us from all over North-

ern California and beyond.  Our event will be held on Octo-

ber 25, 2019 later this year.  Let us hear from you if you’d 

like to participate in any way! 

Golf Event in Manteca the Best Ever! 

We Appreciate Our “Fairways Fore 
Foster Kids” Sponsors!! 

Diamond/Shirt Sponsor 
USGA, Inc. 

Gold Sponsor 
PG&E 

Golf Ball Sponsor 
Applegate Teeples Plumbing 

Longest Drive Sponsor 
South San Joaquin Irrigation  

District 

Hole-in-One Sponsor 
Modesto American Chevrolet 

Hole Sponsor 
Alliance Architectural 

Solutions, Inc. 

Sign Sponsor 
Clark Pest Control 

Raymus Homes 

Golf Course Sponsors 
Belmont Golf & Country Club 

Manteca Park Golf Course 
Spring Creek Golf and Country Club 

Stockton Golf & Country Club 
Turlock Golf & Country Club 

 

—Tee Sponsors— 

—Thanks for Donated Items— 

 Ben Cantu for Mayor of Manteca 

 Building Resources 

 Dave Breitenbucher for City   
Council 

 Gary Gray Sales – Francie    
Harker-Bain 

 Golden State Construction 

 Golden Valley Federal Credit     
Union 

 Home Warranty of America –   
Mike Whitaker 

 Keller Williams – Shirley Johnson 

 Keller Williams – Stephen T. Webb 

 Leonard Photography 

 P.L. Fry & Son Funeral Services 

 Road Runner Glass 

 The California Sweet Potato  
Growers 

 The Vawter Group 

 Valley Oak Dental Group 

 Wells Fargo Home Mortgage –  
Manual Delgadillo  

 Wright & Kimbrough 

—Tee Table Sponsors— 
 D.M. Figley, Inc. 

 Robert Half Leasing 

  Steve DeBrum for Mayor of 
Manteca 

 Tuff Boy Leasing 

 Yvonne Nelson – Fidelity National 
Home Warranty  

 Stephen T. Webb – Keller Williams 

 Rico Rivera – Keller Williams 

 Second Harvest 

 Black Water 

 Ted’s Food Service 

 Applegate Teeples Plumbing 

 South San Joaquin Irrigation    
District 

 Hillock Family Dental 

 Golden Valley Federal Credit     
Union 

 Security Pacific Storage 

 

1st Place Winners!  Mike Petrucelli, , Rick Hall, 
Ben Hereema and John Tsirelas (not Pictured). 



Year End Statistics  
(From 1/1/18 to 12/31/18) 

 202 – Foster Children Served Year-to-Date 

 109 – New Children in Care this Year 

   99 – Foster Children Currently in Care 

   70 – Certified Foster Families 

Since We Began in 1958 

6,318 – Foster Children Served 
  4,000 – Through Sierra Children’s Home 

  2,318 – Through Agape Villages 

   514 – Foster Families who have Partnered 

  with us in Foster Care 

Our Professional 
Service Statistics 

www.AgapeVillages.org 4 

 Building Foundations 
   By David Lee, Chair, Board of Directors 
 
Last Sunday, little seven year old Jacob confidently 

walked to the front of the congregation and, without 

a mispronunciation or blunder, read four scriptures 

before the minister stood to deliver his message.  

The members of our church were duly impressed with how well 

Jacob performed his task.   

 

As I’m sure any of you who have raised a child knows, this did not 

just happen on that one Sunday.  Over the years his parents have 

not only taught him about God, but practiced what they preached.  

They instilled in him a love of learning and the importance of read-

ing.  His extended family nurtured, encouraged, and loved him.  

His Sunday school teachers educated him in the lessons of the 

Bible.   

 

Jacob’s success did not just happen, but was a result of much 

dedication, prayer, and preparation by those who love him.  He 

has a firm foundation on which to build the rest of his life. 

 

Unfortunately, not all children are so blessed.  But, fortunately we 

have the opportunity to help remedy that situation.  Each week 

Agape is afforded the occasion to help a child repair or build a 

strong life foundation, but we need your help to do that.   

 

Could you be a foster parent, support  us on an on-going monthly 

basis, pray for our endeavors?  I know we all agree that the world 

could be a better place and that starts with one child at a time.  If 

you would help us build some foundations, we would love to talk 

with you.  You will be rewarded and so will those little lives that 

you touch. 

 

 

 

Anderson Church of Christ 
Central Church of Christ 
  (Sacramento) 

Auburn Church of Christ 
Chino Church of Christ 
Christ's Church in the Tri-Valley  
  (San Ramon) 
Church of Christ of Murphys 
Empire Church of Christ 
Fulton Road Church of Christ  
  (Santa Rosa) 

Healdsburg Church of Christ 
Hughson Church of Christ 
John Knox Presbyterian Church  
  (Dublin)  

Lathrop Church of Christ 
La Puente Church of Christ 

Los Banos Church of Christ 
Martinez Church of Christ 
North Metro Church of Christ  
  (Sacramento) 
Parkway Church of Christ 
  (Sacramento) 
Rincon Valley Church of Christ  
  (Santa Rosa) 
Roseville Church of Christ 
Tri Valley Church of Christ 
  (Livermore) 
Turlock Church of Christ 
Tyler Street Church of Christ 
  (Sacramento) 
United Lutheran Church  
  (Manteca) 
Vermont Ave. Church of Christ  
  (Los Angeles) 

Supporting Churches in 2018 
We are very thankful for the support we receive from congregations all 

over California and beyond.  Below is a listing of the 24 churches pro-

viding support to Agape Villages in 2018 and we are thankful! 

We are very pleased by our efforts culminating in 

serving 202 children and youth in our foster care pro-

grams in 2018.  We ended the year with 99 children 

and youth in care which is up from 93 last year at this 

time, a 6% increase. We certified 32 new foster fami-

lies which is an all time record!   

All of this reflects a tremendous amount of work, in-

cluding (a) the recruitment, training and certifying of 

new foster families, (b) the intake procedures when 

new children are accepted into our care, (c) the case 

management work to ensure we meet the needs of 

the children and youth and that the goals of each 

placement are met, (d) supporting and training foster 

parents to equip them for success in serving children, 

and (e) the discharge planning and the transitioning of 

children out of our care to permanency (return home, 

adoption or some other type of permanency). 

Over the last five years, we served 202 in 2018, 194 

in 2017, 188 in 2016, 145 in 2015 and 158 in 2014.  

We are pleased to be growing our program!   

We continue to receive a high number of referrals 

from the various Counties for the placement of chil-

dren and youth in our foster care programs.  We had 

893 children referred to our care in 2018 alone.  We 

could only take a portion of these children into care as 

we just didn’t have enough foster homes.  In light of 

this, we  will continue an aggressive foster parent re-

cruitment effort.   

About our  
Services 

      By Cheryl Youngblood, Program Director 
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Pleasanton Holiday Fund 
Jen Oxe received a check in the amount of $3,420.80 from 
the Pleasanton Weekly’s 2018 Holiday Fund, an annual 
fundraising drive.  The funds from this event flow through 
the Silicon Valley Community Foundation.  Todd Utikal, 
President of the Rotary Club of Pleasanton is on the right of 

Jen Oxe and those 
on the left are from 
the Community 
Foundation.  
Thanks to all!!! 

 

Coin Drives Benefit Agape 
Members of the Tri-Valley Church of Christ in Livermore 
saved their coins for three months and gave $1,123.24 to 
Agape.  The members of the Anderson Church of Christ  
collect coins each Sunday.  They gave $3,400 to Agape in 
2018.  We appreciate you all very much! 

 

Shop with a Cop Program—Year 6 
We would like to thank the Manteca Police Chiefs Founda-
tion and Police Chief Jodie Estarziau for inviting Agape Vil-
lages foster children to their annual Walmart Shop-With-a-
Cop event. Our kids love this shopping spree and our foster 
parents are so appreciative of the experience granted to 
their smiling foster children. 45 Agape children participated!  

Steve Fineran with Bregante + Company LLP (Pleasanton) 
held another golf tournament in November 2018 and asked 
all of the players to make a charitable donation to Agape.  
More than $6,600 was raised. Thank you so much, Steve 
and Bregante! 

 

Gift from United Way  
Manteca Police Chief, Jodie 
Estarziau, presented a $2,500 
check to Janet Kleyn on behalf of 
the United Way of San Joaquin 
County/Manteca, Lathrop,    
Escalon and Ripon Community 
Council.  Thank you! 

 

 

Danville Sycamore Valley Rotary 
The Danville Sycamore 
Valley Rotary Club pre-
sented a $2,500 check to 
Janet Kleyn, Agape Presi-
dent, by Club President 
Bob Fuenzalida and Club 
member Mary Whipple.  
We appreciate you all 
very much! 

 

 

Telling our Story 
Janet Kleyn, Austin Stoker, former Agape youth and Court-
ney McAlister, Agape Social Worker were invited to the Real 
Life Church in Sacramento 
to inform the congregation 
about the work of Agape.  
Austin spoke at the church 
service.  Carol Massey-
McCants is a church mem-
ber and Agape volunteer. 

Providing Christmas Gifts 
The Sacramento Realtist Association gave many Christ-
mas gifts for our foster children.  Stephen  T. Webb, Agape 
Board member (pictured at left), is a member of this Asso-
ciation.  Thanks to all! 

Santa’s  
Helpers 
We are thankful to the 
Ford UAW Local 76 
for providing Christ-
mas gifts for the chil-
dren and youth in our 
foster care program!  
Nina Payne, from 
Agape, is pictured at 
the right.   

Christmas Party for Agape Kids 
The Manteca Sunrise        
Kiwanis club invited several of 
our foster kids to their Christ-
mas party and each one      
received a gift.  Thanks!! 
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MEMORIAL OR HONOR GIFT 
The enclosed gift of $______ is given in  Memory of, or 

in  Honor of: 

____________________________________________________ 

PLEASE NOTIFY: 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip_________________________________________ 

Relationship to deceased/honoree:________________________ 

Email address: _______________________________________ 

 

Agape Villages • 3160 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120 • San Ramon, CA  94583 

The Resilience of Children is Inspiring 

 

Pajama Drive! 
The Cornerstone Christian 
School held a pajama drive 
to benefit the children of 
Agape.  The Principal is 
Douglas Scott. Thank you all! 

 

Grateful to Andy Prokop 
Janet Kleyn and Nina Payne 
attended the Retirement party  
for Andy Prokop who has been 
the President of the United Way 
of San Joaquin County for 20 
years.  Over the past 12 years, 
Agape Villages has received 
more than $70,000 in grants 
from the United Way of San   
Joaquin County.  We thank him 
for his leadership and compas-
sion and wish him the best! 

Blankets and Books 
Many thanks to the West Coast 
Girls Conference for donating 
blankets and books for the chil-
dren and youth served at Agape.  
This is very thoughtful! 

 

More Christmas Gifts! 
We are thankful to the Giving Tree 
for providing many bags full of 
Christmas gifts for the children and 
youth at Agape. We have been so 
touched by the generous and car-
ing spirit this holiday season!  

“Elfing” for Agape...Again! 
We are grateful to the Youth Group at the Tri-Valley 
Church of Christ (Livermore) for conducting another 
“Elfing” fund raising event for Agape.  In this project, donors 
give $40 and the Youth Group then puts twenty red and 
green balloons in family’s yard with a sign letting them know 
they’ve been “elfed.”  This event raised $1,120.  Thanks!!! 

 

Raymus Foundation Gift 
We are so thankful to the Antone & Marie Raymus     
Foundation for their recent grant of $6,000 to Agape. This 
is the 11

th
 grant they’ve given to Agape over the years.  We 

are honored to have their trust and support as we together 
partner in the work of helping vulnerable children. 

Rite Aid Grants 
The Rite Aid Foundation focuses their 
giving to non-profit kid-focused organiza-
tions who are committed to helping im-
prove the health and well-being of children. We were thrilled 
to receive two $5,000 grants from them recently, one in 
November 2018 and one in January 2019.  Thank you very 
much!!! 

Help With Recruiting Foster Homes 
We received a $2,500 grant from the Sacramento Associa-
tion of Realtors for the purpose of helping us in our recruit-
ment efforts to secure more loving 
and qualified foster homes to serve 
the many children in the foster care 
system in California.  Thank you 
very much! 

PG&E Gives Another Grant 
We are so grateful to Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company for awarding Agape Villages another 
$5,000 grant.  This is the 10

th
 consecutive year 

to give a grant to Agape!  This continued sup-
port year-after-year is a significant factor in helping us main-
tain our excellence in programs.  Thank you!!! 

 

 

 

  

 

What a blessing to have so much 
support from the community! 

http://www.pge.com/


October 22, 2018 through February 23, 2019 

 
 
 
 

 

ERLINDA ACOSTA 

     Gene & Mary Copeland 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

DOROTHY ALLEY 

     Marvin & Brenda Alley 

PAUL ARNERICH 

     Melanie Arnerich 

ALMEDA AVEDIKIAN 

     Karen Avedikian 

ROY & BETTY BARTLETT 

     Christopher & Brittney Nunes 

RAY BENSON 

     Jeanne-Marie Jones 

     Elmer & Doris Prout 

DON & BESSIE BLACHLY 

     Charles & Annette Bryant 

DICK BLYTHE 

     Dwain Bruner 

DEBORAH BODEKER 

     Vivian Oliver 

TAHJ BRUCE 

     Melanie Williams 

EARLIE & MARY BUSTER 

     Gene & Mary Copeland 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

SHERMAN & ELMA CANNON 

     Jim & Caye Randolph 

RETA CLARK 

     Kevin & Tracy Clark 

JOE & JOYCE CORCORAN 

     Kathleen Jones 

FRANK CURTIS 

     Pete & Pam Bogdanovic 

     Royce & Kathy Curtis 

     John Rogers 

 JIM DARGHTY 

     Norma Benson 

LAUREN ELIZABETH DUFFY  

     Karen Treat 

MARY ZURI EVANS 

     Daryl & Yvette Evans 

JEAN FISHER 

     Don & Joan Power 

LARRY GIPSON 

     Isabelle Gipson 

DOYLE GRAHAM 

     Lew & Rosell Wade 

PHYLLIS BANKS GREEN 

     Ken Green 

 

 

JOHN GREFF 

     Jerry & Karel Baxley 

     Board of Directors, Agape 

        Villages, Inc. 

     Central Church of Christ,  

        Sacramento 

     Norman & Rebecca Cole 

     Vern & Rose Mary Cowan 

     Wilma Flach 

     Elmer & Doris Prout 

     Lew & Rosell Wade 

     Norman & Mary Wilson 

FELIX, ELBERT & STANLEY 

HASH 

     Vernon & Novella Vignolo 

VEDA HASH 

     Vernon & Novella Vignolo 

JOE HINOJOSA 

     Don & Judy Price 

WILLIAM & VAUGHNCELE 

KISER 

     Rita Blue 

     Mark & Dianne Kiser 

     Vickie Kiser 

FRED KLEYN 

     Beverly Kleyn 

JIM KYLE 

LESTER KYLE 

MARY KYLE 

     Reta Kyle 

GINGER LAWSON 

     Gene & Mary Copeland 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

     Jo Lawson 

     Ray & Celia Lawson 

     Debra Miller 

ARVILL LEE 

     Vernon & Novella Vignolo 

LYNN MARIE MARTIN 

     Troy & Shirley Martin 

ELEANOR MCCOY 

     Norman & Rebecca Cole 

BOB OLIVER 

     Vivian Oliver 

     Sarah Rockey 

JOE PAROLINI 

     Board of Directors, Agape 

        Villages, Inc. 

RYAN JAMES PENDLEY 

     Joann Lankford 

HUBERT POTTER 

     Norma Potter 

ABIGAIL POWER 

     Don & Joan Power 

EVELYN POWER 

     Don & Joan Power 

GAIL RADESTOCK 

     Vivian Oliver 

DEANNA SENF 

     Marvin & Brenda Alley 

     Jerry & Karel Baxley 

KATHLEEN SHARP 

     Robert & Deanna Sharp 

CLARA SLIGER 

     Lew & Rosell Wade 

BOBBY SPARKS 

     Tom & Sue Hardy 

EDNA SWEGLES 

     Janet Kleyn 

     Don & Gwen Minor 

ELIZABETH “BETTY’ TREAT 

     Karen Treat 

EVILYN TUCKER 

     Peggy Jo Tucker 

LINDA ELIZABETH TREAT 

VAUGHN 

     Karen Treat 

DICK & HELEN WILLIAMS 

     Helen Yelverton 

ALMA WILLIAMSON 

     Janet KIeyn 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

     David & Jeanette Lee 

In Loving  
Memory 

 

    

 

CLARA ALMAND 

With Love and Respect! 

     Norma Benson 

SHIRLEY ARNERICH 

A Loving Grandmother! 

     Melanie Arnerich 

JIM & MONA CARPER 

Merry Christmas! 

     Kari Carper 

KARI CARPER 

KEN & TRACY CARPER 

KAYLA & STEVE WALSH 

MEGAN WILLEY 

LEANNE & CHRIS ZEPEDA 

Merry Christmas! 

     Jim & Mona Carper 

GAIL JO DUNKEL 

Prayers while you are sick! 

     Wyba Nienstadt 

GERALDINE EVANS 

Prayers while you are sick! 

     Wyba Nienstadt 

VIRGINIA GORDON 

With Love and Respect! 

     Wilma Flach 

JANET KLEYN 

With Honor and Respect! 

     Jack & Gail Revland 

JACLYN KUENZINGER 

LENAE & JOSH 

KUENZINGER 

Merry Christmas! 

     Jim & Mona Carper 

CELIA LAWSON 

Merry Christmas! 

     Michael & Lyndsey Ruibal 

HANK LAWSON 

A Great Dad! 

     Jo Lawson 

HANK LAWSON 

Merry Christmas! 

     Jaron & Michaela Brandt 

     Ray & Celia Lawson 

     Michael & Lyndsey Ruibal 

     Manuel & Brandee Yactayo 

HANK & BETTY LAWSON 

With Love & Respect! 

     Ray & Celia Lawson 

DAVID LEE 

Proud of You! 

     Vernon & Novella Vignolo 

NINA PAYNE 

Thankful for all you do! 

     An Admiring Friend 

ROY & BRENDA  

RICHARDSON 

Merry Christmas! 

     Robert & Bonnie Murphy 

SHERRILL SAXER 

Happy New Year! 

     Rob & Rebecca Yee 

LORENE SMITH 

Happy Birthday and Merry  

Christmas! 

     Sarah Rockey 

GINGER SPARKS 

With Honor and Respect! 

     Tom & Sue Hardy 

In Honor 
And Respect 

Memorial & Honor Gifts 

www.AgapeVillages.org 7 



Christmas Parties a Big Hit! 

Our foster kids and their foster parents enjoyed Christmas parties in the three major regions 

where we do our work.  The first party was held in Danville at the Danville Bowl.  The second 

party was held in Modesto at John’s Incredible Pizza Company.  The third party was held in 

Roseville at  John’s Incredible Pizza Company. The kids all enjoyed bowling, video games 

and plenty of pizza, cake and dessert, Christmas gifts, and of course, pictures with Santa!   

 

All of the foster kids attending had a fantastic time! They had looks of true joy on their faces 

during bowling (the first time for many), playing video games and were so appreciative of the 

many gifts. Even the older ones enjoyed the picture time with Santa. The kids continued to 

reminisce about the excitement at home visits the following week. 

We have so many to say “thanks” to, including:  

Thanks to Agape staff, board and volunteers for all you did.  Also, thanks to all those 
“unnamed” people who brought gifts by! 

 Don Pascarella as Santa in Modesto 

 Geoff Gillette as Santa in Danville 

 “IncrediBear” in Roseville 

 Our photographer in Modesto was 

Marion McGlothlin (she’s done this for 

10 years) 

 Turlock Church of Christ 

 Real Life Church (Sacramento) 

 Kentucky Avenue Church of Christ 

(Woodland) 

 Elk Grove Church of Christ 

 Tyler Street Church of Christ (Sac.) 

 Central Valley Association of Realtors 

 Roseville Church of Christ 

 North Metro Church of Christ (Sac.) 

 Orangevale Church of Christ 

 Cordova Church of Christ 

 Hughson Church of Christ 

 Ford UAW Local 76 

 Giving Tree 

 Manteca Bank of Stockton 

 Manteca Police Department 

 Mid Valley Church of Christ (Stockton) 

Board Members at Modesto Party 

Agape Staff at Danville Party Agape Staff at Modesto Party 

Marion McGlothlin 

A Note from Novella and Vernon Vignolo (Came with a memorial and honor gift.) 

“Constancy of Purpose. 60 years – I remember when Sierra Children’s Home was set up with my Uncle Arvil Lee at the 
helm.  How exciting it was to hear of the good works and now my cousin, David Lee, is involved as the Board Chair.  

Please honor the work he is doing, David, and in memory of uncle Arvil for his good works. Send notice to David. 

Thank you — Novella and Vernon Vignolo 

P.S. Was good to see the old picture of the Board when Arvil was a young man.” 



 

Gold Sponsors 

The following are groupings of the sponsors who provide much needed financial support to Agape.  
We appreciate each one! 

— Platinum Sponsors — 

Silver Sponsors 

 Energy Innovation from the Heartland of America 

http://www.pge.com/
http://www.usgainc.com/
http://www.vanguardconstruction.net/
https://www.sacrealtor.org/
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/oakmc-pleasanton-marriott/


 

Bronze Sponsors  

Silver Sponsors Cont. 

http://jenleelaw.com/
http://www.giannissanramon.com/
http://www.btsconsultinggroup.com/
http://www.ssjid.com/
http://b2bgathering.com/


 

 

 
Sleep Train stores are now Mattress Firm stores.  Agape kids and 

foster parents continue to be thankful to Mattress Firm, most 

recently for coats.  We are so grateful! 

 

Copper 

 

Additional Foundation and  

Corporate Gifts to Agape  
Oct. 2018 — Feb. 2019 

  $2,000  —  ROSS Dress for Less 
  $1,000  —  Lawrence Livermore National Labs  
  $1,000  —  Rotary Club of Pleasanton Foundation 
     $750  —  Central Valley Association of Realtors 
     $750  —  Summit Financial Foundation 
     $500  —  Livermore Rotary Club 
     $500  —  Manteca Sunrise Kiwanis     
     $500  —  Chevron  

http://www.cmwrite.com/
http://bradwarren.com/
http://www.officespots1.com/
http://www.scm-safety.com/
http://www.hwsfinancial.com/
http://www.rosehotel.net/
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Romans 12:12-13 

“Be joyful in hope,  
patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.  
Share with God’s  
people who are in 
need.  Practice      
hospitality.” 

Janet Kleyn, President 

Remember, Online 

Giving is Available on 

our Website 

www.AgapeVillages.org 

Restoring Hope to Children 

 

   From the President 

Agape Villages 
 

 

3160 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120 
San Ramon, CA  94583 

925-866-3020  866-922-4273 

www.AgapeVillages.org 

Janet Kleyn 
President and CEO 

Cheryl Youngblood, LCSW 
Program Director 

Hank Lawson 

Dir., Church and Community Relations

Board of Directors 

David Lee, Chair 
Walter Bruce, Secretary 
Hank Lawson, Treasurer 

Mark Anglin 
Cindae Hull 
Janet Kleyn 

Gloria Robertson 
Sarah Rockey 
Don Thomas 

Steven Vawter 
Stephen T. Webb

Our Mission 
“Agape Villages mobilizes  

community resources to provide 
quality homes, innovative  

solutions and the highest of  
professional services to  

disadvantaged children and  
their families to meet their needs,  
maximize their potential and lead 

toward a better and brighter  
future.” 

60 Years of Caring Through Sierra Children’s Home/Agape Villages 

Aristotle once said, “Hope is a waking 

dream.”  As I relate this thought to the hope 

we provide to children, I think of some of the 

situations from which children come to us.  

Many have come from dysfunctional homes 

where they have endured abuse, neglect and 

other forms of mistreatment which has re-

quired them to be removed from their homes 

for their protection. 

 

The hope for a better life and a better future 

for these children awakens for them.  When 

we take children into our foster care program, 

our foster families wrap their loving arms 

around them.  Children are now in a safe 

place where their needs will be met as we 

work diligently to secure a stable permanent 

future home for them.  Our work often in-

cludes efforts to help their families who have 

struggled, but need our compassion and 

help.  Even though children and youth come 

from difficult beginnings, their future is bright. 

With a new year 

comes many 

continued 

opportunities 

for us to touch 

the lives of 

more children 

and families in 

need.   

 

I also think of sev-

eral children who 

recently left our foster care program to go 

back to live with their birth families.  This is 

another kind of joy we have as hope is     

restored and families reunited.  All of this  

underscores how important the work of 

Agape is and the value of your support.   

 

We all wish you the best in 2019!  We       

encourage everyone to do their very best to 

be hope givers!   

 

pe 
Restoring  
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