
 

 

        Agape—Helping Dreams Come True! 
By Zena Dover, Foster and Adoptive Mother 
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I remember the day like yesterday, October 18, 2016.  This 

was when I received my first placement call from Agape  

social worker Dave Roach.  He 

asked me if I was willing to take a 13 

month old boy and meet him at the 

Livermore Home Depot parking lot.    

Anxious, but excited, I drove from 

Manteca to Livermore.  

 

The first time I laid my eyes on 

Kaden, I wanted him to be mine   

forever.  He was the most adorable 

child I ever saw.  Being new and not 

knowing how the system works, I 

asked Dave if I could adopt him right 

there and then!  Dave explained it 

doesn’t work that way and there is a process to follow.   

 

On the way home, Kaden cried uncontrollably. I couldn’t  

figure out why. I got so scared. As soon as we entered the 

house, I gave him milk and he drank the whole bottle.      

Although he stopped crying, I could see the confusion from 

his little precious face, not knowing what is happening. He 

stared at me until we went to school to pick up my older son. 

They clicked instantly!!  Kaden loved the attention he got 

from my older son and my husband. 

He is such an extra ordinary kid! He 

came to our life unexpectedly and 

changed it for good.  

 

As the days passed, our love grew. 

We started to pray to make this pre-

cious child ours. Even though we 

went through a roller coaster with the 

bio parents for nearly three years, it 

was absolutely worth it.  Another 

special day for us, August 23, 2019, 

the day we adopted Kaden! 

 

The love, respect and support we received from Agape    

social worker Kourtney Chevalier and the entire staff was 

nothing short of Amazing. We are so grateful for coming in 

contact with such amazing people. Without Agape’s dedica-

tion, our dream of becoming parents to this amazing, funny, 

sensitive and adorable child would be impossible. Thank you 

all so very much! 

I have been affiliated with Agape Villages 
for a number of years. The dedication of 
their staff, team, volunteers and board 
has been amazing.  I can’t think of a 

more dedicated organization than that of Agape Villages to 
serve our communities, churches and families. 
 
I am personally attached seeing that some of the members 
of the Laurel Avenue Church of Christ served as foster care 
families for over 20 years…to see the joy and happiness 
they received from becoming foster care parents and the 
development and reconnection of families was an amazing 
blessing to witness and experience. 
 
Jesus said in Mark 10:14-15: “...Let the children come to 
me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of 

God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the king-
dom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 
 
How can your heart not be touched when you hear and read: 
“There are over 60,000 children in foster care in California.” 
These children have been removed from their families due to 
neglect and abuse. The children enter the foster care system 
having experienced trauma and grief that impacts every  
aspect of their life emotionally, physically, socially and    
morally which directly impacts their spiritual and overall de-
velopment as they grow into adulthood. The impact is even 
much greater in 2020 due to COVID-19 and its challenges. 
 
One’s childhood directly impacts one’s adulthood for life! 
Thanks, Agape Villages, for providing a great service for 
over 61 years. 

The Work of Agape Villages Touches My Heart 
By Bruce Nash, Minister Laurel Avenue Church of Christ  
      Co-Founder, Chief Growth Officer, NuEnerchi Corporation  

 

Larry, Kaden, Kaldi and Zena Dover 
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We Need Foster Parents! 
— Every Child Deserves a Home — 

We receive calls almost daily about children needing a foster 

home.  We serve children who’ve been abused, neglected, 

abandoned and mistreated in ways they need to be removed 

from their own families for their protection.  These are children 

who’ve been thrust into the foster care system, who depend on 

the mercy of others for their care.   

We need families for children  

of all ages, especially  

children 10 years and older  

and sibling groups.   

Consider today how you  

can be used to care for  

children.  For more  

information on foster  

parenting, call the Agape 

Villages office at 800-

566-2225.  Also, see 

our website. 

 

Two Brothers Have Overcome their Past 

Agape has been serving two brothers who came into care 

because of severe neglect and abandonment.  Their mother 

had left the two boys with their father a few years ago and 

they have had no contact with her since.  Unfortunately, 

their father was not a good provider and the kids were   

malnourished and went unsupervised often.  The state   

finally put the kids in foster care with Agape. 

 

Both boys came into care being confused and scared, but 

happy they were placed together.  It did not take long for 

the boys to attach to the family and feel very loved and   

secure with them.  They gained the weight they needed 

with the proper meals being provided.  Counseling helped 

them with their adjustments as well as the support and help 

provided by their Agape social worker. 

 

Being in foster care gave them the opportunity to participate 

in the normal kinds of sports and activities that most chil-

dren in healthy homes take for granted.  They loved basket-

ball especially.   

 

Recently, the parental rights of both of their parents were 

terminated in court and the boys were available for adop-

tion.  A loving home was found and Agape is working on a 

smooth transition to their new home.  They have a bright 

future ahead! 

Going Home to Grandma  

As everyone knows, the purpose of foster care is to provide 

a temporary home to kids until a permanent home can be 

found.  Sometimes this is returning children back to their 

parents after they make the changes in their lives they need 

to make.  Sometimes this is placing children with relatives.  

Other times it is placing children in adoptive homes.  We 

celebrate each time a child can be moved to a permanent 

home.  After a brother and sister, ages 8 and 12 years, 

were in our care for three months, we are thrilled their 

grandmother has come forward to take the children.  The 

kids are excited to be with their grandmother!  

 More Stories From Foster Care  

Jeff 
John 

Jim Oestreich 

Jeremy 

 
Volunteers 

Hello Everyone, I am Jim Oestreich.  My family and I own 

and operate Goldrush Getaways, a full-service host travel 

agency with offices in the Sacramento, San Jose and 

SOCAL areas.  When I became coordinator for our 

church missions, I did a due diligence on Agape Villages. 

I met with Hank Lawson a few times after he spoke at the 

Roseville Church of Christ where my wife and I worship. I 

was impressed by the quality and value of their mission 

to help disadvantaged children. Subsequently, I became 

the deacon in charge of missions for our church and the 

more I worked with the staff and management of Agape 

Villages, the more impressed I became.  

 

In 2019 my three sons and I agreed to assist in a fund-

raising supper at our church.  Although we were thankful 

for the $7,000 we raised, we knew we could do better.  

 

I am very proud of my sons, Jeff and John, for serving 

our country in the U.S. Marines and Jeremy for serving in 

the Navy.  They are my “Heroes.”  Now, they are busy, 

hardworking men but agreed to take the time to co-chair 

a "surf and turf crab and tri-tip feed" that was held in  

Loomis in February of 2020.  We were able to net over 

$20,000 for Agape Villages.  We plan on doing even   

better in 2021 with God’s help, so stay tuned!  

Bright Futures 
                 begin here 
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Are the best days of your life in front of 

you?  Our outlook on life and our answer 

to that question changes with time.  But, 

when we walk with God, whatever our age,  

                        we can be assured the best is yet to come! 

 

In the Bible we read how Moses didn’t want to go to Egypt, 

but he acted on faith and obeyed.  The Hebrews writer gives 

this insight, “For he was looking to the reward” (Hebrews 

11:26).  Moses lived expectantly, looking ahead to what God 

would do in his life.  He was also looking forward to spiritual 

blessings that come in Christ. 

 

As we walk with God and as we “grow” in our faith, we learn 

to trust God and are willing to let Him lead us.  We are thank-

ful for His promises and enjoy the companionship of our 

Lord.  

Looking forward, we can 

imagine what God can do in 

our lives to make a difference 

in our world.  We also look to 

the blessings that come after this world. 

 

It takes more faith and it takes more trust, but as the Lord is 

leading, without a doubt, the best is yet to come for Agape 

and especially in the lives of the children we serve.  Their 

futures are much brighter because of our efforts. 

 

At Agape Villages, we are trying our level best to live in ex-

pectation.  You have blessed us over and over again.  It is 

your prayers and support that is so appreciated as we face 

each day.  You and us, doing what we can and looking for 

what God has in mind.  Looking for the best that is to come! 

Thanks to all of you! 

 The Best is Yet to Come 
 By Hank Lawson, Director, Church and Community Relations 

Unveiling Our New Website 

Take a look at our updated website (same address) and all the great 
information we have about our programs and the difference Agape 

makes to local foster youth.  While you’re there, be sure to check out 
our donation page, which is much easier to use.  Thanks! 

Hank Lawson 

 

Agape Villages Board  

Welcomes Cheryl Lee 
Cheryl Lee has recently been elected to serve on 

the Agape Villages Board of Directors. Cheryl 

and her family have a long history of involvement 

with Agape. Cheryl’s cousin, David Lee, was  

recently Chairman of the 

Board for a number of 

years.  

Cheryl has 4 adult children 

and 12 grandchildren. Two 

of her children have been 

foster parents. She has also 

been involved with other 

good works including Sierra 

Bible Camp and Sierra 

Christian School. She retired after 40 years as a 

Nurse Practitioner in Cardiology at San Joaquin 

General Hospital. Cheryl is a lifelong member of 

the Central Church of Christ in  Stockton. Wel-

come, Cheryl! 

 

Being Creative with  

Sheltering in Place 
This pandemic is something we 

have not experienced before.  It’s 

been hard on everyone, especially parents!  We are im-

pressed with how our families have been embracing the   

opportunities of having the kids at home all the time.  We 

have a teenage boy in care who, to say it mildly, is an active, 

on the go type of kid.  To keep him in good spirits, his foster 

family has been very engaged in outdoor activities with him 

around the house.  They’ve done camping in the backyard, 

playing basketball in the driveway, going on walks, having 

meals outdoors, etc.  We’ve all had to learn new ways of  

being creative with our kids! 

 
IF YOU  WANT OTHERS 

TO BE HAPPY, PRACTICE 

COMPASSION.  IF YOU WANT 

TO BE HAPPY, PRACTICE 

COMPASSION. 
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 “Challenging Times” 
By: Mark Anglin, Board Chair 

 
Despite the challenge presented by the coronavirus 

pandemic the need for quality foster care persists. 

Foster Family agencies in general are struggling to 

find new families willing to take foster children into 

their homes during this time of ambiguity. Agape is 

no different. The need for new parents has not di-

minished, but in fact is growing. Please consider taking on this challenge. 

It will be a life changer for you. 

 

To allay your fears, and despite the changes to foster care brought about 

by COVID-19, the system is working. Challenges to the system are met 

head on by our agency staff and families. Despite the changes that affect 

the foster families, the children, the biological parents, our social workers, 

and our entire staff, we have adapted to continue providing quality care for 

our children. This includes dealing with the most difficult challenge: the 

lack of face to face meeting of all stakeholders.  

 

Parental visits and therapy sessions usually done in person now take 

place virtually. Business is not as usual, but this does not prevent our 

agency from being able to provide the quality care needed to serve our 

kids and families. The most important factor driving the current changes in 

the way business is done is to keep everyone safe: children, families, and 

agency staff. 

 

County by county regulations regarding ‘Shelter in Place’ are updated 

regularly. We are focused and committed to stay apprised of these 

changes and to react accordingly. It is very possible that we will reinstate 

some face-to-face meetings and visits soon. Following mandated regula-

tions, along with everyone’s safety, remains paramount to all decisions 

that are made. 

 

If you are considering fostering, it is always a good time to change a life, 

even during this challenging time. If you can provide a loving, sta-

ble, and safe environment for a child, you are a prime candidate 

for fostering. For those who may want to help but are not ready to 

fully commit to foster parenting, our agency is always looking for 

individuals that may be willing to assist in other ways. Simply con-

tact us at https://agapevillages.org/. 

Corporate Gifts Recently Received 
 $1,190 from Wesson, Inc. 

 $1,000 from Boykin/Burkley Consulting 

 $750 from Bank of Stockton 

 $750 from Hillock Family Dental 

 $750 from Applegate Teeples 

 $500 from Raymus Homes 

 

 

Year End Statistics  
(From 1/1/20 to 5/31/20) 

 113 – Foster Children Served Year-to-Date 

   26 – New Children in Care this Year 

   80 – Foster Children Currently in Care 

   62 – Certified Foster Families 

     0 –  Adoptions Facilitated 

Since We Began in 1958 

6,436 – Foster Children Served 
  4,000 – Through Sierra Children’s Home 

  2,436 – Through Agape Villages 

   529 – Foster Families who have Partnered 

  with us in Foster Care 

Our Professional 
Service Statistics 

Agape Board Very Active 
One area of our work we don’t speak much 

about is regarding our Board of Directors.  Our 

board is very important to our work.  The 

board is responsible for overseeing all areas of 

the work of the agency: our programs and ad-

ministrative affairs.  They are instrumental in 

developing our strategic plan and review this 

each year.  The President/CEO reports to the 

board and the board does her annual perform-

ance evaluation and goal setting each year.  

They approve the annual budget and major 

expenditures.   

They meet quarterly (minimum) and review 

reports of all kinds at each meeting, including 

financial reports.  They work with the financial 

auditor in the completion of an independent 

audit being done each year.  They approve the 

policies relating to employment and financial 

affairs.  They have policies and practices guid-

ing their work that are reviewed each year.  

They do a board survey each year to gauge 

how they are doing their work.  They have the 

job to ensure the agency is being run effec-

tively, ethically and based on our Christian 

values. There is not one major issue that es-

capes the attention of the board.  And on top 

of all of this, they do this work as volunteers.  

These are people who are very committed to 

the successful work of the agency and        

deserve our appreciation! 

They’ve been meeting during the COVID-19 

crisis following California requirements.  Thank 

you each and every one! 

https://agapevillages.org/


Grant Received 
Thank you to the Kiwanis Club of San 
Ramon Valley for their generous grant of 
$2,000 to help the foster kids of Agape   
Villages. We thank them for their continued 
support year after year.  This was their 9th 
gift to Agape.  Pictured at right is Harry 
Bonn with the Kiwanis Club. 

Grant Received 
A huge blessing came from the Sacramento Region Com-
munity Foundation in the form of a $7,500 grant to help 
make up the loss of funds from our cancelled fundraisers. 
We truly appreciate this 
amazing gift to help keep 
our organization going! 

 

 

 

 

 

Gifts for our Kids 
Our thanks to the youth group "Helping Hands" from Holy 
Trinity Church in Fremont! They donated care bags,    
consisting of a bag, toiletries, snacks, 
and blankets for the foster youth, as well 
as some new clothing items and a cute 
fuzzy suitcase! Thank you, Kathy 
Miedema and daughter Marielle.  
Marielle also hand crocheted 20 stuffed 
whales to donate as well.  See the     
picture at right. 

 

Big Day of Giving 
Every year, the Sacramento Region 
hosts a Big Day of Giving which people 
all over the country can participate in, on-
line. This was held on May 7, 2020 and 
exceeded our expectations!   In less than 24 hours you 
helped us raise nearly $2,700. Our thanks to everyone! 

 

Gift to Help Offset Losses 
Agape Platinum Sponsor USGA Inc continued its gener-
ous support. Aware of our cancelled fundraisers, it made a 
very generous donation of $7,500. Words cannot express 
our appreciation, Kevin Youngblood and USGA, Inc. Thank 
you again 
very much!! 
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Help a Child Video Series 
In May, we had a series of 10 on-line videos that included 
Agape staff, resource parents and a former foster youth. 
The videos tell about Agape and exactly how your donations 
Help a Child! You might have seen the link on Facebook or 
in an email from us. The videos are posted on our website 
www.agapevillages.org so you can see them now.  We 
thank everyone who watched our videos. Donations from 
people watching the videos totaled nearly $2,800. It’s      
always a good time to Help a Child! 

 

Churches Give Extra Gifts 
Several churches recently made special contributions to 
Agape to help us through these challenging times.  They 
are:  

 Hughson Church of Christ 

 Cherry Street Church of Christ (Sanger) 

 Christ’s Church in the Tri-Valley (San Ramon) 

Thank you all for your caring hearts! 

Faithful Support Each Year 
We are grateful to Manteca Sunrise Kiwanis 
for their faithful support to Agape.  For the  
11

th
 consecutive year, they gave a grant to us.  

This year the amount was a generous gift of $500.  We are 
so grateful for this support and the  concern for vulnerable 
children it represents! 

Support Agape While Grocery Shopping 

The following grocery stores have a donation  
program to benefit Agape:  SaveMart, Lucky, 

Food Maxx. Call us at 866-922-4273 and  
we will tell you how this works.   

$138 was received in 1st qtr of 2020.  

Never believe that a few caring 
People can’t change the world.  For, 

indeed, that’s all who ever have. 
                                        - Margaret Mead 

 

http://www.usgainc.com/


March 1, 2020 through June 6, 2020 

 
 
 
 

 

ERLINDA ACOSTA 

     Gene & Mary Copeland 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

DOROTHY ALLEY 

     Jerry & Karel Baxley 

ROY & BETTY BARTLETT 

     Christopher & Brittney 

       Nunes 

BOB BEAL 

     Ferne Scott 

CLEMENTINE BENTLEY 

     Janet Kleyn 

STAN BETHEL 

     Jeanne-Marie Jones 

BOBBIE BOURBEAU 

     Gene & Mary Copeland 

TAHJ BRUCE 

     Walt & Terry Bruce

EARLIE & MARY BUSTER 

     Gene & Mary Copeland 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

ALICE DENHAM 

     Kevin & Jane Haggerty 

 IONA DUTRA 

     Norman & Rebecca Cole 

     Janet Kleyn 

     Elmer & Doris Prout 

     Norman & Mary Wilson 

WILMA FLACH 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

     Helen Yelverton 

NANCY GARRAD 

     Janet Kleyn 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

     JR & Judy Teeples 

WALTER GOBLE 

     Jeanne-Marie Jones 

JOHN S. GREFF, SR. 

     Norman & Rebecca Cole 

W. ANDREW HARSHAW 

     Ana Harshaw 

     Janet Kleyn 

DEREK HUERTA 

     Marlene Peck 

ROGER JOHNSTON 

     Carol Johnston 

WILLIAM & VAUGHNCELE 

KISER 

     Mark & Dianne Kiser 

     Vickie Kiser 

FRED KLEYN 

     Beverly Kleyn 

GINGER LAWSON 

     Gene & Mary Copeland 

     Hank & Betty Lawson 

     Jo Lawson 

     Ray &  Celia Lawson 

     Debra Miller 

BERNARD & NOVELLE LEE 

     Ferne Scott 

ALTON LOFTIN 

     Elaine Callis 

     Ginger Cat 

     Jim & Mary Holland 

BILL MEANS 

     Glen & Sandy Cobb 

     Janet Kleyn 

     Joe & Joy Means 

     John Rogers 

     LaVonne Sibert 

     Ginger Sparks 

     Orval & Diane Welch 

CATHY PAYNE 

     Jeanne-Marie Jones 

EVELYN JUNE POWER 

     Tim & Tonya Power 

DON PRICE 

     Dick & Sharon Alexander 

     Judy Price 

DEANNA SENFT 

     Jerry & Karel Baxley 

EMILY SLIGER 

     Gene & Mary Copeland 

ALISSA JEWEL MURPHY 

STATEN 

     Sharon Casanares 

RAY & EVILYN TUCKER 

     Peggy Tucker 

In Loving  
Memory 

 

    

 

 

RICH BRUCE 

Happy Birthday! 

     Walt & Terry Bruce 

GENE & MARY COPELAND 

Thank you for your Christian 

friendship! 

     Marlene Peck 

FELIX ANTHONY HURTADO 

With Honor & Respect! 

     Anthony & Susan Hurtado 

GAYLAND & PAT          

KLEVELAND 

With Honor & Respect! 

     Wyba Nienstadt 

JANUSHA KRISHNAN 

Happy Birthday! 

     Ranjeet Kowel 

HANK LAWSON 

A Great Dad! 

     Jo Lawson

HANK & BETTY LAWSON 

With Love & Respect! 

     Ray & Celia Lawson 

CAROLYN MILLER 

With Appreciation! 

     Ronald & Alberta Johnson 

JIM & LELA PORTER 

With Appreciation! 

     Sid Walker 

SARAH ROCKEY 

With Honor! 

     Elan Keeler 

SARAH ROCKEY 

Happy Birthday! 

     Scott & Lorene Smith 

TRACY TRELFALL 

With Honor & Respect! 

     Wyba Nienstadt 

TREY & SUMMITT WRIGHT 

With Love! 

     Tom & Nia Wright 

In Honor 
And Respect 

Memorial & Honor Gifts 

Helping Dreams Come True 
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Remember Agape Villages 
With The Ones You Love! 

Wills and Estates 
For more information: 

jlkleyn@AgapeVillages.org 

 

To the world you may be 

one person, but to one     

person, you may  

be the world. 

MEMORIAL OR HONOR GIFT 
The enclosed gift of $______ is given in  Memory of, or 

in  Honor of: 

____________________________________________________ 

PLEASE NOTIFY: 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip_________________________________________ 

Relationship to deceased/honoree:________________________ 

Email address: _______________________________________ 

 

 

Agape Villages • 3160 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120 • San Ramon, CA  94583 
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           Donate Your Car or 

            Other Vehicle Today! 

                                  Our car donation program  
                               provides vital support to 
our work.  Call Car Program toll-free, seven 
days a week at 1-800-513-6560.  Or, go to our 
website below. 

The last several months have been especially challenging with 

the COVID-19 issue. Needing to keep kids, families and staff 

safe. We continue to oversee families and 

youth but “virtually” (video phone calls). We 

have supported the families by providing 

toys, clothes, gift cards, counseling, and 

whatever is needed. We have also provided 

“calm boxes” for all families, which included 

unique, comforting items, created to put 

smiles on the resource parents' faces, and 

to reassure them that we are here for them 

and the children. 

 

I have weekly meetings with my staff, again “virtually,” to ensure 

that all recent regulations are adhered to and to provide support, 

guidance and interventions for the children on their caseloads. 

The weekly meetings also serve as support for any employees 

who may be feeling anxious due to the current shelter-in-place. 

As I remind them, we are all in this together. 

 

Our 12 hours of training, part of the requirement before a person 

can be certified as a resource parent, has always been con-

ducted in a classroom setting. That is not possible now and I am 

working on recording the training so people can watch it. We 

have 24 prospective families which is very exciting. More fami-

lies means more kids we’ll be able to tell “Yes, we have a family 

for you. Somewhere safe for you to temporarily live.” Have you 

thought about being a resource parent? Call us! 

Program Activities 
Making Adjustments and 

Remaining Effective Serving Kids! 
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Agape Villages’ 

Program Director 

Details: 
6:30 a.m. Registration 

8:00 a.m. Shotgun Start 
4 Person Team Format/Scramble

Includes: 
Driving Range, Golf Cart, Prizes, 
Grilled Breakfast Sandwich and 

Raffle 

Manteca Golf Course 
$375 – Foursome   $100 – Individual 

Team Sponsorship Competition (Team Captains) 

Register Online @ www.AgapeVillages.org 

Lunch @ Chez Shari Overlooking the Golf Course! 

Foster Kids 

Fairways  

Fore 

16th Annual Golf Tournament 

Friday 
October 23, 2020 

Contact Nina Payne – 209-430-0323 

 

CARF Renewal 

Approaches 
 

It’s hard to believe that it’s already 
been 2 years since we received our 
initial accreditation by CARF (Commission on      
Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities).  With all 
the work and time that went into the initial process, it 
was a huge accomplishment!  It’s also huge because 
of what it represents...Agape Villages conforms to 
national standards of best practices in running our 
foster care and adoption agency.  We meet their  
program and administrative standards.  We have 
CARF’s seal of approval.   
 
When we were initially accredited, we were ap-
proved for their maximum period of accreditation, 3 
years.  This means we will have to go through an-
other site visit in 2021 which consists of an extensive 
review of our compliance with all their standards.  
We must be able to show them evidence that we are 
doing the work, fulfilling our operational plans and 
following our policies and procedures “to the T” when 
they come.  We also sign a yearly agreement affirm-
ing such. 
 
Receiving initial accreditation is just the first step.  
We are then required to stay in compliance each 
year and adapt to new standards from CARF which 
are issued once a year.   
 
We work hard at CARF each day.  We are now  
within the 12 month countdown until they arrive to 
visit us, likely in April, 2021.  We’ll keep you posted. 

 
We are thankful to Mattress Firm for their ongoing 

support of our work and the work of other foster care 
agencies.  What a wonderful corporate practice...to 

brighten the lives of children in foster care!  We 
thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
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Philippians 2:4: 

“Each of you should 

not only look to your 

own interests, but 

also to the interests 

of others.”  

Janet Kleyn, President 

Remember, Online 

Giving is Available on 

our Website 

www.AgapeVillages.org 

Asking for An Extra Gift 

 

   From the President 

Agape Villages 
 

 

3160 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120 
San Ramon, CA  94583 

925-866-3020  866-922-4273 

www.AgapeVillages.org 

Janet Kleyn 
President and CEO 

Cheryl Youngblood, LCSW 
Program Director 

Hank Lawson 

Dir., Church and Community Relations

Board of Directors 

Mark Anglin, Chair 
Walter Bruce, Secretary 
Hank Lawson, Treasurer 

Cindae Hull 
Janet Kleyn 
Cheryl Lee 

Gloria Robertson 
Sarah Rockey 
Don Thomas 

Stephen T. Webb

Our Mission 
“Agape Villages mobilizes  

community resources to provide 
quality homes, innovative  

solutions and the highest of  
professional services to  

disadvantaged children and  
their families to meet their needs,  
maximize their potential and lead 

toward a better and brighter  
future.” 

61 Years of Caring Through Sierra Children’s Home/Agape Villages 

Everywhere we turn we keep hearing about 

COVID-19 and the effects it is having on the 

world. Indeed, it has impacted everyone of 

us. It’s a unique and challenging time for all of 

us. No one knows what to expect next. In the 

face of this uncertainty, we want to keep you 

updated about our children, families, and staff 

at Agape. We know you care about us, and 

we care about you. 

 

The children in our care are all at home with 

their foster families due to schools closing. 

While our social workers are unable to visit in 

person at this time, they do connect at least 

weekly via video phone calls and are avail-

able 24/7 as needed. They provide support 

and reassurance for the children and families 

and suggest ways that parents can maintain 

basic routines to promote calm and stability. 

Families are also encouraged to enjoy fun 

activities together. It’s amazing to hear how 

creative families have been with this. 

Another way it has deeply impacted Agape is 

by requiring us to cancel several important 

fundraising events that were scheduled this 

spring. We have relied on these events to 

provide us needed funding.  With these nec-

essary cancellations we come asking for 

your help so we have the funds to meet our 

needs.   

 

For over 61 years, Agape has been rescuing 

vulnerable children who need love, stability, 

and the opportunity for a brighter future. We 

have not missed a beat in how we are caring 

for those in our foster homes. We are missing 

a few beats on the financial support side.  If 

you are able, we would ask for an extra gift 

this year as we carry on this work that is 

vital to so many children. 

 

Thank you for your consideration!  In these 

uncertain days, we pray that you will stay safe 

and well.  

 


