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Sometimes it’s helpful to be reminded of the purpose of fos-

ter care. The stories we share in our newsletters provide in-

sights into the way children’s lives are being positively im-

pacted and even transformed. We share how wonderful our 

resource (foster) parents are as they 

accept children into their homes and 

disrupt their lives to meet the physical 

and emotional needs of these children. 

 

Some of the stories we share highlight 

the skillful work of our social workers. 

The stories share how foster care and 

adoption services change lives. Under-

lying all our stories is how grateful we 

are for those who financially support us 

which makes all we do possible. 

 

Maybe one area of foster care work that 

fails to get its due attention is the remediation efforts of birth 

parents. The purpose of foster care is first and foremost to 

help strengthen birth parents so children can return back to 

them into a better home situation. Most of the birth parents 

do work hard to improve their situations so their children can 

be returned to them. Each time this occurs is a victory and 

something to truly celebrate! 

 

The impression some have is that birth parents are horrible 

people. Yes, there is a mixed-bag when it 

comes to some birth parents. Some have 

treated children in unspeakable ways. 

They will face consequences from the 

legal system. However, the vast majority 

of birth parents are needy people them-

selves who make some big mistakes. 

Many birth parents were raised in dys-

functional homes themselves and did not 

have loving and supportive parents. Many 

have insecurities, self-esteem issues, and 

other weaknesses as a result of their 

families of origin. Some have been in the 

foster care system when they were chil-

dren. Many have not had the kind of nurturing and training to  

help them deal with the challenges life brings their way. The 

point is, what many birth parents need is not disapproval and 

condemnation, but our understanding and compassion as we 

help them improve their lives. 

 

Continued on page 2 

Insights Into Understanding Others Less Fortunate 
By Jeanette Lee, Retired School Teacher and member, Ripon Church of Christ  

Recently my sweet mother passed away 

and it has started me thinking of my child-

hood and how much her loving attitude 

and actions influenced my life. One of the 

first things she did that was a positive in-

fluence was she married my father before she had me. I was 

born and raised in a two parent family. There was never any 

doubt in my mind that they loved each other and their chil-

dren. I always felt secure and safe when daddy was there. I 

knew he would never let anything bad happen to me. My 

father was always employed and made a living for our fam-

ily. We were by no means rich, but we always had a home, 

food, a car, and clean clothes to wear. 

 

My mother was a homemaker and took care of the house-

hold and four daughters. She cooked our meals and saw 

that we had healthy food to eat. She also fed chickens and 

cows, did the yard work, and washed the car. My parents 

divided up what needed to be done to keep things going, 

and as my sisters and I grew, they taught us the value of 

work by assigning us chores. We had fun and laughter and 

genuine affection for each other. My parents believed in God 

and faithfully took us to church. They not only took us to wor-

ship services, but they joyously lived their faith each day of 

the week. We learned to respect the authority of God, our 

parents, teachers, police, and adults in general. At the time, I 

guess I didn’t always fully appreciate Mama and Daddy and 

all they did for me, but now I know that it was the greatest 

gift they could have every given to me. I was so blessed. 

 

The sad reality of life is this is not the story that many chil-

dren are raised in today. 

 

Continued on page 4 
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We Need More Volunteers!  
If you would like to be a volunteer, please let us know via 
our website: www.AgapeVillages.org and use the “Get   
Involved” button, or call us at 866-922-4273. 

Barbara Zavela is a loving person with a contagious 

laugh who has faithfully been on the Manteca Advisory 

Council for over 11 years. She has been a great volun-

teer, whether it’s sitting at a booth at a 

fair sharing information about Agape 

Villages or making goody-bags for the 

golf tournament. Having owned sev-

eral successful businesses of her 

own, Barbara has been a wealth of 

information to the council. She always 

sold her share of tickets, brought in 

raffle baskets and sponsors. Barbara is relocating to 

North Carolina. Her support is invaluable and will be im-

possible to replace. We will miss her dearly. Bye Miss B.  

Volunteers 

 

Interesting Connections 
Two years ago we received a call from a County DSS office 

informing us they had a baby girl needing a foster home. 

We placed this child with one of our newer resource parents 

who had been serving with us for a year at that time. What 

we discovered is that the baby girl’s mother was actually a 

relative of our resource mother. The little girl has now been 

with our resource family for two years and is doing great. 

She is a very happy little girl, outgoing and thriving in every 

way. Parental rights of the birth parents were terminated 

and this girl will be adopted by this resource parent. Due to 

the family connection, this little girl will be able to have 

some ties with members of her family of origin. Everyone is 

thrilled with this situation. 

Did you Know? 

 The national retention rate for foster parents is close to 

50% a year.  At Agape, ours is 88% for one year and 

78% over 5 years. 

 Our average length of service for foster parents is 4½ 

years, well above the national average. 

 Of the children we serve: 52% are males, 48% females. 

A glimpse of how we make a difference!  (The names have been changed.) 

Bright Futures 
                 begin here 

We Need Foster Parents! 
— Every Child Deserves a Home — 

We receive calls almost daily about children needing a foster 

home. We serve children who’ve been abused, neglected, 

abandoned and mistreated in ways they need to be removed 

from their own families for their protection. These are children 

who’ve been thrust into the foster care system, who depend on 

the mercy of others for their care.   

   We need families for children of all 

   ages, especially children 10 years and 

        older and sibling groups. Consider 

          today how you can be used to 

    care for children. For more 

     information on foster parent-

     ing, call the Agape Villages 

     office at 800-566-2225. Also, 

     see our website at  

                                                     www.AgapeVillages.org.

                       Thank you!! 

We recently had a situation in which a birth mother who had 

her children in foster care was able to get her children re-

turned to her. This lady had a difficult childhood. She spent a 

fair amount of time in foster care herself as a child. The fa-

ther of the children left her and abandoned the children. He’s 

gone. Due to many issues, the mother was not able to pro-

vide for her children and the state put them in foster care. 

 

This mother has since received a lot of support and help. 

She’s worked hard to make improvements within herself and 

in her living situation. After being in foster care for 1½ years, 

all of her children were returned to her.  

One of the ways she has received help is through the posi-

tive relationship she established with one of our foster par-

ents who cared for one of her children. Our foster mother 

has been a mentor and coach to her. The birth mother con-

tinues to rely on her for support. So far, so good with the 

birth mother. We are very hopeful she will make it. 

 

Helping children find permanency in their lives is an impor-

tant goal of foster care. Permanency is about having a stable 

home, a place where children know they belong and are 

loved. When this happens, it is a victory indeed! 

Continued from front page 1 

 

Barbara Zavela 
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When we were young and naïve, most of 

us probably had visions of greatness by 

wanting to be a fireman, nurse, doctor or 

do something we perceived back then as 

being really neat!  Some of us even wanted to be a super 

hero, such as Superman or Wonder Woman. As we mature 

and become adults, our childhood aspirations give way to 

more feasible and realistic ambitions.  

 

I wonder, how many of us still have aspirations of being 

great?  Yes, when we were young children, our aspirations 

were based on self-centered and immature desires. How-

ever, in our transition to adulthood, I hope we never give up 

on a vision of being great. Greatness is not just reserved for 

sports superstars or world leaders. I propose greatness is in 

reach of everyone. We just need to realize there are many 

ways we can achieve greatness.   

 

One way we can be great is how we love those around us. 

We can be great husbands and wives by truly caring for 

each other. It doesn’t require perfection. We are great by 

doing our best. We can be great in our careers by doing our 

best at work. We can be great parents by being loving, pa-

tient, understanding and spending quality time with our kids.  

 

Here at Agape Villages, we believe people who help us 

serve a child in desperate need are great. Can you think of 

anything greater than meeting the needs of children who are 

in desperate situations, innocent children needing protection, 

traumatized children who’ve been abused, neglected and 

mistreated and thrust into the foster care system? These are 

children who have hope in their lives because we reach out 

to help them. How great it is, indeed, to embrace them, meet 

their needs and provide hope for their future! We truly make 

a huge difference in the lives of children who come our way. 

 

The “we” I’m referring to includes our loving foster parents, 

our caring staff, our generous financial supporters, our dedi-

cated board members and our wonderful volunteers. To-

gether we are doing something great! 

Hank Lawson 

   By Hank Lawson, Director, Church and Community Relations 

  Fulfill Your Aspirations for Being Great! 
 

Award Winning Help! 
Emma Yeszin lives in Manteca and is Miss 

California Jr. High School for 2020. We were 

thrilled when she wanted to help Agape. She 

reached out to us! She realized foster children 

needed suitcases. She obtained suitcases 

and donated them to Agape. Emma stays 

very busy, including touring schools, talking 

about bullying, etc. Thank you, Emma, for 

helping the children at Agape! 

Selling Homemade Pies for Agape 
Summitt Wright loves to bake and 
has wanted to use her hobby to 
help others. So, she recently par-
ticipated in a community farmers 
market in Arkansas (while she was 
visiting family there). She baked 
homemade pecan pies and sold 
them to the community. She was so 
excited to have raised $200. She 
sent us this money with a note say-
ing she is donating the money to 
Agape because she loves all the 
great work we do. Thank you so 
much, Summitt! 

Final Push to Re-Accreditation 
The work we did to achieve our initial accreditation 

through the Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilita-

tive Facilities (CARF) was huge. It was a very significant 

accomplishment. Maintaining compliance with the CARF 

standards each year also requires a significant amount of 

focus and work. We are about 6 months out until we 

have our next in-depth review by CARF. There are spe-

cific standards for both the administrative side and pro-

grams side of our work. There are over 2,000 details we 

must attend to each year. All of this keeps us aligned 

with best practices in our industry. The ultimate goal is 

that the children and families we serve will be the true 

beneficiaries. We’ll keep you informed. 

Agape is Recipient of  

Service Project 
Agape was fortunate to be the chosen recipient of 

the annual service project of the Fremont Ridge 

Rotary Club! The club donated a variety of differ-

ent items to foster youth out of our San Leandro 

office, including a computer monitor, mini trampo-

line, and many other fun and educational gifts. 

We are grateful to Linea McPherson, Elizabeth 

Ward, Ana Maria Berry, and everyone at Fre-

mont Ridge Rotary who made this possible!  

 



Current Year Statistics  
(From 1/1/20 to 10/12/20) 

 152 – Foster Children Served Year-to-Date 

   65 – New Children in Care this Year 

   79 – Foster Children Currently in Care 

   63 – Certified Foster Families 

     0 – Adoptions Facilitated  

Since We Began in 1958 

6,475 – Foster Children Served 
  4,000 – Through Sierra Children’s Home 

  2,475 – Through Agape Villages 

   540 – Foster Families who have Partnered 

  with us in Foster Care 

Our Professional 
Service Statistics 

www.AgapeVillages.org 4 

         Thank You All 
        By: Mark Anglin, Board Chair 
 
Caring for children takes on many forms. Here 

at Agape Villages Foster Family Agency it is 

our mission to: “Mobilize community resources 

to provide quality homes, innovative solutions 

and the highest of professional services to 

disadvantaged children and their families to meet their needs, 

maximize their potential and lead toward a better and brighter 

future.” 

 

In this way, we are receiving the children that Jesus refers to in 

Mark 9:36-37. As stated in our mission, we are making a con-

certed effort to meet all their needs in every way possible. The 

phrase: “It takes a village to raise a child,” is never truer than in 

the case of a foster child. The reasons that a child may need 

fostering can be measured only by the number of children we 

serve. Each child is unique in their need and it does take a    

village to meet those needs. 

 

I would like to personally thank everyone that is associated with 

the Agape village in whatever capacity. Thank you to the Board 

of Directors for your efforts to bring your passion, intellect, in-

sight, experience, and resources to the table in support of the 

children. Thank you to our entire management staff and support 

personnel that perform the day to day duties that keep the 

agency operational in such an efficient and professional man-

ner. Thank you to our social workers that work tirelessly, and 

with such compassion, directly with the foster families and the 

children we serve. This entire team allows Agape Villages Fos-

ter Family Agency to meet our stated Mission. 

 

Last but certainly not least, I would like to thank an additional 

member of team Agape, that is our donors. You are all so spe-

cial and will never be taken for granted. Without your unwaver-

ing support, it would be virtually impossible for us to accomplish 

our mission. In all seasons your support is awesome and appre-

ciated. During these challenging times, you are literally, the 

HERO. Your support of the agency has made it possible for our 

mission to be accomplished. Children continue to be served. 

 

Thank you never seems 

enough, but that is all I have. To 

everyone associated with our 

agency, thank you once again 

for all that you do. To contact us 

go to: www.AgapeVillages.org. 

www.AgapeVillages.org 

          Donate Your Car Today! 
                          Our car donation program provides vital  
                          support to our work.  Call Car Program toll-
free, seven days a week at 1-800-513-6560. Or, go to our web-
site below to reach them. Every donation makes a difference! 

Appreciate Your Kindness! 
We are so grateful that Don Johnson and the won-
derful people of Hope Lutheran Church in San Lean-
dro were planning to allow 
us to hold our annual carni-
val in their parking lot. Like 
so many events in 2020, we 
could not hold the carnival 
this year. We look forward to being able to host the 
carnival again in 2021, at Hope Lutheran Church. 
Thank you, Don Johnson and Hope Lutheran Church. 

                                             With Christmas coming  

                                           soon, please remember 

Agape Villages through the Amazon Smile program! 

 

Insights Into Understand-

ing Others Less Fortunate 
Many families are broken, jobless, homeless, drug 

addicted, afflicted with mental illnesses, and have no 

faith in a God that loves them. These little ones are 

powerless to improve their plight and are often stuck 

in dysfunctional and dangerous situations. This is why 

Agape is so vital. We see case after case where chil-

dren are brought to us that are angry, scared, with-

drawn, neglected, and sometimes abused. These in-

nocents are placed into our foster care homes and 

with love, tenderness and time, they become happy, 

outgoing and confident children. This transformation 

takes time and money to accomplish, and so we say 

thank you to all our foster families, Agape staff, and 

donors to this most worthy mission.  

Continued from bottom of page 1 

 

I cannot do everything, 

but I will not let what I 

cannot do interfere 

with what I can do. 

https://agapevillages.org/
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Student Group Provides Care Boxes 
Thank you to Savannah, Kayla and the California Student 
Impact Group in Redwood City for their wonderful donation 
of care boxes for our foster youth! The care boxes included 
tips on reducing anxiety through breathing exercises, face 
masks, coloring books and supplies, construction paper, and 
stickers to keep kids entertained through their summer of 
sheltering in place. The boxes also included baby dolls and 
Barbie dolls of various ethnicities, so that every child can 
have a doll who looks like them.  

 

Stock Donated 
We are so thankful to those who from time-to-time donate 
stock shares to us. This is a win-win as donors get a tax 
benefit for donating appreciated stocks to non-profits. We 
recently received a $7,000 gift of stocks. Thank you! 

 

 

Matching Gift 
Several donors offered a combined matching gift of $10,000 
for gifts received by October 10. Our donors were definitely 
up to the challenge. Gifts totaled nearly $30,000! We are so 
thankful.  

Backpacks and 

School Supplies 
We are grateful for ALL the 
book bags and school supplies 
from Journey Christian 
Church in Tracy. The girls in 
the picture are Holly Greene 
and Sandra Wright. Thank you! 

Grant Received 

We received a $1,125 grant from the 
Alameda Alliance for Health and we 
are truly grateful that they are putting 
the needs of their local community 
first.  

Grant Received 
Thank you to the Danville Sycamore Rotary Club for a 
$2,500 grant to Agape. This is the fifth year in a row they 
have helped Agape.  We appreciate their consistent dona-
tions over the years to fund our programs.  

Grant Received 
ClearPath Business Advi-
sors made a very generous 
gift to Agape of $5,000.  

Face Masks Donated 

Our thanks to Renee Lewis, Phyllis Flynn, Joyce Glider 
and Rominita Adams of the Hilltop Church of Christ in El 
Sobrante for donating more than 200 masks for our children 
and resource par-
ents. Pictured are 
Don Thomas, 
Agape board 
member, Renee 
Lewis and Phyllis 
Flynn. Thank you 
for helping us stay 
safe! 

Grant Received 
We are so thankful to the Sacramento Association of 
Realtors for blessing us with a $2,000 grant to assist with 
our foster care programs. This is the fifth of six years that we 
have received a grant from them. We are thankful! 

Grant Received 
Agape received $2,245 from 209Gives 
which is an initiative of the Community 
Foundation of San Joaquin. They had 
a day of giving on July 21 promoted 
through social media. We appreciate everyone who partici-
pated and designated their gift to Agape.  

 

 

 

Love Buddies! 
Thank you to Chelsia Kwon for donating Love  
Buddies, handmade dolls and charms. Chelsia  
is a high school student  
who wanted to share  
her love to our children.  
Thank you so much  
for your caring heart! 

 

Grant Received 
We are so thankful to Kars4Kids for their grant of $500. 
They are a nonprofit car donation organization based out of 
Lakewood, New Jersey. Their purpose is to provide funding 
for programs that serve low-income youth. Thanks again! 



June 6, 2020 through October 10, 2020 

 
 
 
 

ERLINDA ACOSTA 
     Gene & Mary Copeland 
     Hank & Betty Lawson 
RODOLFO & CARMEN 
ADAMES 
     Dean & Starr Baxley 
KEN ATWOOD 
     Jim & Patsy Clark 
ROY & BETTY BARTLETT 
     Christopher & Brittney Nunes 
ONIE BAXLEY 
     Jerry & Karel Baxley 
GEORGE BISHOP 
     Janet Kleyn 
     Tom & Nia Wright 
SABRINA (BO) BRANCO 
     Cheryl Lee 
BILL BROWNSEY 
     Charles & Annette Bryant 
EARLIE & MARY BUSTER 
     Gene & Mary Copeland 
     Hank & Betty Lawson 
SHERMAN & ELMA CANNON 
     Jim & Caye Randolph 
RETA CLARK 
     Michael & Rena Avedikian 
BARBARA DAVIS 
     Elmer & Doris Prout 
FANNIE B. DEJARNETTE 
     Geraldine Whitmore 
RUBY EVANS 
     Norman & Becky Cole 
PATTI GARDELLA 
     Judy Price 
 VERNON GARRETSON 
     Shirley Garretson 
NANCY GARRARD 
     Hank & Betty Lawson 
WALTER GOBLE 
     Millie Sivage 
VIRGINIA GORDON 
     Olga Brazzel 
     Norman & Becky Cole 
     Richard & Judy Deatherage 
     Janet Kleyn 
     Peggy Ornelas 
     Elmer & Doris Prout 
     Norman & Mary Wilson 
ED HARRIS 
     Dave & Ann Malone 
SHARON HAWKINS 
     Linda Criss & Klaus  
        Rommerswinkle 
     Billie Joe and Junita  
        Dorrough 
     Susan Marlar 
     Doug & Nancy Mead 

     Billie Orr 
     Chuck & Karen Vicker 
MARIE HILTON 
     Richard & Judy Deatherage 
BUTCH HODGSON 
     Vernon, Novella & Chantel  
        Vignolo 
ERNST JOHNSON 
     Norman & Becky Cole 
ROBERT GEOFFREY KEENEY 
     Brian & Paulette Keeney 
WILLIAM & VAUGHNCELE 
KISER 
     Mark & Diane Kiser 
FRED KLEYN 
     Beverly Kleyn 
GINGER LAWSON 
     Gene & Mary Copeland 
     Hank & Betty Lawson 
     Jo Lawson 
     Ray & Celia Lawson 
     Debra Miller 
BILL MEANS 
     Gerri Means 
MARLENE MEISSNER 
     Wayne & Nettie Meissner 
AARON MELLING 
     Ethel Melling 
ARLENE MORGAN 
     David Morgan, Jr. 
JOYCE PERCIVAL 
     Norman & Becky Cole 
JIM PERSALL 
     Kenneth & Jan Duvall 
JANINE PONDER 
     Sharon Casanares 
NORMA POTTER 
     Cheryl Lee 
EDGAR & RUBY POWELL 
     Judy Powell 
DON PRICE 
     Olga Brazzel 
CLYDE RICHARDSON 
     Janet Kleyn 
     John Rogers 
EMILY SLIGER 
     Hank & Betty Lawson 
KEN STEVENS 
     Ernest & Jacki Hillman 
BOB TAYLOR 
     Norma Benson 
     Norman & Becky Cole 
     C. J. Hall 
     Janet Kleyn 
     Hank &  Betty Lawson 
     Elmer &  Doris Prout  
ANITA THEILER 
     Orval & Diane Welch 
MARIE TRAVERSO 
     Gene & Mary Copeland

 DORIS JEAN WALLER 
     Norman & Becky Cole 
JANICE WEGGENMONN 
     Glen & Sandy Cobb 
ROBERTA BROWNE WIESNER 
     Judy Price 
BRANDON WHITE 
     Vernon & Novella Vignolo 
SHIRLEY WHITE 
     Jerry & Karel Baxley 
SHIRLEY WILLIAMS 
     Janet Kleyn 
     Donald & Gwen Minor

BARBARA ANN WRIGHT 
     Vernon, Novella and Chantel 
        Vignolo 
KATHLEEN YORK 
     Olga Brazzel 
     Norman & Becky Cole 
     Richard & Judy Deatherage 
     Janet Kleyn 
     Elmer & Doris Prout 
     Norman & Mary Wilson 

In Loving  
Memory 
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GENETHA ADOLF 
With Love & Respect! 
     Wyba Nienstadt 

CHARLES BRYANT 
Thankful for a wonderful father! 
     Lori Bryant 

JIM CARPER 
Praying for you! 
     Wyba Nienstadt 

MARYANN CLONTZ 
With Honor & Respect! 
     Julia Denton 

AL DELTONDO 
With Honor & Respect! 
     Wayne & Nettie Meissner 

CHARLES & PATRICIA    
GENTRY 
Praying for you! 
     Wyba Nientstadt 

 
ERNEST HILLMAN 
Happy Birthday! 
     Carol Campisi 

HANK LAWSON 
A Great Dad! 
     Jo Lawson 

HANK & BETTY LAWSON 
With Love & Respect! 
     Ray & Celia Lawson 

CHARLOTTE LOWE 
Thankful for your friendship and 
support! 
     Geraldine Evans 

WAYNE & NETTIE MEISSNER 
Love You! 
     Wyba Nienstadt 

DARLENE PEEK 
Happy Birthday! 
    Barbara Stoffle  

In Honor 
And Respect 

Memorial & Honor Gifts 

MEMORIAL OR HONOR GIFT 
The enclosed gift of $______ is given in  Memory of, or 

in  Honor of: 

____________________________________________________ 

PLEASE NOTIFY: 

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip_________________________________________ 

Relationship to deceased/honoree:________________________ 

Email address: _______________________________________ 

 

Agape Villages • 3160 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120 • San Ramon, CA  94583 

Helping Children Find Permanency 

 



 

During these challenging times, Agape continues to strive to 
provide optimal care to our families and children, while comply-

ing with all California State guidelines and 
regulations regarding COVID-19. We are 
using Zoom for our monthly training meet-
ings with our resource parents, which allows 
us to continue to impart guidance and infor-
mation to our parents in coping with the 
many changes and challenges due to the 
pandemic. Facilitated by our Agape social 
workers, these trainings emphasize current 
information pertaining to virtual resources 
that are available for our youth, and tech-

niques, tools and interventions for anxiety and depression that 
have proven to be beneficial to both our resource parents and 
youth. The meetings also provide a place for our families to 
bond with one another, exchange stories, and to establish new 
friendships. 
 

Consistent with our goal to recruit, train, and license compas-
sionate, empathic parents, Agape takes pride in adapting to the 
ever changing times, as we are utilizing Zoom for our Agape 
PreTraining (APT) for prospective resource parents. We have 
certified 13 new families this year and are in the process of train-
ing and licensing approximately 24 more families.  
 

We are pleased to announce two new members to our San 

Leandro Agape Advisory Committee, Robert Gianotti, and 

Mark Zygutis. We are so blessed and grateful to have these 

gentlemen join our team of professionals in assisting us with 

navigating events, generously donating funds, providing busi-

ness acumen and enthusiasm for our mission for serving fami-

lies and children.   

   

Agape social workers Courtney McAlister and Dave Roach 

have continued to conduct monthly resource parent support 

meetings via Zoom. Topics have included Resource Families 

working with Birth Families: Partners in Parenting; Self Care and 

Family Care tips during the pandemic; Affirming and Nurturing 

Racial Identity and Equality in 

Children; and Handling Grief 

and Loss.  

 

Our Living Skills program for 

teens and pre-teens, led by 

Agape social worker Pamela 

Reeves, continues to meet via 

Zoom. An upcoming speaker is 

Dr. Rios who has his PhD in 

sociology. He will talk about 

how to improve the quality of 

interactions between youth and 

authority figures. 
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Program Activities 
Adapting to the Challenges of 

COVID-19 
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Agape Villages’ 
Program Director 

 

 

 

Remember Agape Villages 
With The Ones You Love! 

Wills and Estates 
For more information: 

jlkleyn@AgapeVillages.org 

Support Agape While Grocery Shopping 
The following grocery stores have a donation program 
to benefit Agape: SaveMart, Lucky, Food Maxx and 
Amazon.com. Call us at 866-922-4273 and we will  

tell you how this works.   

$219 was received through September 2020.  

Justice Has Been Served...Again! 

    Jail ‘N Bail 2020  
Pleasanton –  

Our annual Jail ‘N Bail event took place on Wednesday 

October 7th at the SideTrack Bar + Grill in Pleasanton 

and was a big success. While following all health and 

safety protocols, we had jailbirds dressed up calling 

family and friends to help "bail them out" of jail. Our 

wonderful judges, Kathy Narum and Randy Brown, sent 

down some stiff sentences to our jailbirds and they defi-

nitely had their work cut out for them!  Thank you to 

SideTrack for your wonderful hospitality. More than 

$14,000 was raised! 

 
We thank them for their very generous donation of 

women’s sanitary products,15 laptops, school supplies 

and clothes for the children in our foster homes!  

And Foster Kids 

 

All non-profit organizations 

depend upon a good          

response to year-end giving 

each year. Remember, finan-

cial support is the fuel that 

keeps our engines running.  

Please help as you can! 

 

Jailbird Walt Bruce with Judge 
Randy Brown. 

Judge Kathy Narum and jailbird   
Jack Balch 

$10,000 Estate Gift Received 
We were very grateful to receive a bequest gift from 
one of our caring donors who recently passed away. 
These gifts are a win-win for everyone. The estate re-
ceives a charitable gift tax benefit and we receive help 
in serving children in our care. This is a legacy gift! 
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Galatians 6:9: 
“Let us not become 

weary in doing good, for 

at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we 

do not give up.” 

Janet Kleyn, President 

Remember, Online 

Giving is Available on 

our Website 

www.AgapeVillages.org 

Doing our Part...But More is Needed 

 

   From the President 

Agape Villages 
 

 

3160 Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120 
San Ramon, CA  94583 

925-866-3020  866-922-4273 

www.AgapeVillages.org 

Janet Kleyn, MBA 
President and CEO 

Cheryl Youngblood, LCSW 
Program Director 

Hank Lawson 

Dir., Church and Community Relations

Board of Directors 

Mark Anglin, Chair 
Walter Bruce, Secretary 
Hank Lawson, Treasurer 

Cindae Hull 
Janet Kleyn 
Cheryl Lee 

Gloria Robertson 
Sarah Rockey 
Don Thomas 

Stephen T. Webb

Our Mission 
“Agape Villages mobilizes  

community resources to provide 
quality homes, innovative  

solutions and the highest of  
professional services to  

disadvantaged children and  
their families to meet their needs,  
maximize their potential and lead 

toward a better and brighter  
future.” 

62 Years of Caring Through Sierra Children’s Home/Agape Villages 

We display a professional service statistics 

box in each of our newsletters. In this one, it 

shows we have now served 6,475 children 

and youth in our programs over the last 62 

years. Each one of these reflects a sad story 

and, fortunately, many involve happy endings. 

 

Our success is measured by how much we 

make a difference. We judge the merit of our 

work not only by how important it is, but also 

by how outcome-effective we can be. It’s 

about meeting the challenges of our mission 

as effectively and efficiently as we can. 

 

I think of the many children who, for no fault of 

their own, came into the foster care system 

and were placed with us this past year. They 

are receiving loving, nurturing care by their 

resource parents. They now have safe homes 

with food and clothing, proper medical and 

dental care, attend school and participate in 

enriching activities. These are children who 

simply want to be loved...for someone to be 

there for them. 

 

Yes, Agape Villages is certainly doing “our 

part” in helping to alleviate a critical need in 

our communities. Everyone involved should 

feel very pleased and proud. However, we 

want, and must, do more!  The need is just 

too great. We must find ways to do more. 

 

Eleanor Roosevelt once said, “You must do 

the things you think you cannot do.”  I be-

lieve there are many circumstances when this 

is so true. I don’t know the context in which 

she said this, but I’m sure it was meant to mo-

tivate our countrymen to do the very difficult 

things that difficult times bring.  

 

The work we do is very difficult and demand-

ing work. The COVID-19 pandemic has made 

this work and all our lives more difficult and 

challenging. I’m so pleased with how our staff, 

resource parents and donors have risen to 

meet this challenge. I’m thankful for everyone! 

 


